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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWi have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


Subscribe to PWI today and receive ... 

® |3 issues a year (that's one every four weeks!) 

® Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

® Four special expanded editions, including the |00-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PWI 500” 

® Guaranteed delivery right to your home 

® And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PWI FEATURES 


PI's award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peal-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—P WI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you cant get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports’ ... 
Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The lop 
Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport's top stars . .. Extensive “Ratings” .. . “Scouting 
Reports” ...“Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 
subscription to PWI includes the spectacular |00-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 












SAVE UP TO 25%!! 

(Please check one) 

res | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


|| lam enclosing $33.85 for a |3-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 


_| lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 


_| | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 

‘| | would like to order the /997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 

Please indicate method of payment: 

_| Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


[] VISA# _ 


_| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / 


MO/YR 
Signature: a — 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 

PO. Box 910 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
NAME | 
ADDRESS AFT. 
CITY. ____ STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail}. International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 
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TWO-SIDED STORY 

| am appalled with some of the 
recent actions of the WWF in their 
ongoing war with ECW. Vince Mc- 
Mahon is only telling one side of 
the story. On Raw /s War and War 
Zone, the WWF commentators 
don’t explain why Tommy Dream- 
er attacked Rob Van Dam. 
Instead, they just hide the facts 
since many people don’t know 
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Send letters to: 
Sincerely Yours 

P.O. Box 1148 

Fort Washington, PA 
19034 


what's happening in ECW. These 
fans didn’t see Jerry “The King” 
Lawler and Rob Van Dam attack 
Tommy Dreamer after his ECW 
maich against Raven in June. 
These fans didn’t hear the abusive 
remarks made by Van Dam and 
Lawler on ECW TV or hear about 
how they showed up at the ECW 
Arena in Philadelphia, challenged 
all of ECW, and attacked a bunch of 


ECW wrestlers. 

The actions of Tommy Dreamer 
are not without reason; he was pro- 
voked. Since the WWF will never 
tell the complete truth, | hope INsIDE 
WRESTLING will explain both sides of 
the war. The fans need to be told 
both sides of the story and make 
up their own minds as to what is 
really going on. 

LARRY HUISMAN 
Utica, SD 


LISTEN TO YOUR HART 

Lately, Bret Hart has been 
harshly criticized for his so-called 
“whining” and “bellyaching,” even 
though most of what he said was 
true. Bret got a raw deal at 
WrestleMania XII when WWF 
President Gorilla Monsoon 
demanded that his match with 
Shawn Michaels continue until 
there was a winner. Bret had 
Shawn in the “sharpshooter” just 
before the bell rang the first time, 
and if the match was to continue, 
he should have been allowed to 
keep that hold on and not been 
forced to break it when the bell 
rang. Since then, Bret hasn’t been 
getting the respect he deserves. 
Steve Austin has attacked him 
from behind every chance he’s 
gotten, yet Austin is the one who 
gets cheered by the fans. 

Now that Bret has The Hart 
Foundation to watch his back, he’s 
the bad guy because they’re giv- 
ing Michaels and Austin a taste of 
their own medicine. Based on 
some of Bret’s comments to this 
magazine, it seems that he regrets 
having turned down WCW’s mil- 
lions out of loyalty to the WWF. 
Vince McMahon better start trying 
to keep Bret happy instead of wor- 
rying about Shawn's latest 
tantrum. Not only is Bret one of 
the greatest wrestlers in the world, 
he is also one of the biggest rea- 
sons why the WWF hasn’t crum- 
bled after the loss of so much tal- 
ent to WCW. The WWF can't 
afford to lose him. 

JESSICA MELENDEZ 
Jersey City, NJ 
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It took Jeff Jarrett a few tries, but he finally beat 
Dean Malenko for the WCW U.S. title in June. Reader 
David Miller believes Jarrett could win the WCW 


World title next. 


ONLY GETTING BETTER 

| would like to congratulate Jeff 
Jarrett on his spectacular U.S. title 
victory over Dean Malenko. | have 
been a fan of Jarrett since his first 
match against Tony Falk in 1986. 
He used his skill and athleticism to 
overcome the larger and more 
experienced Falk, and he has 
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worked hard to become 
the superstar he is today. 
Jarrett has held major 
titles in every federation 
he has competed in, and 

he is only getting better. 
Baldylocks Hogan had 
better watch out. Even 
without the Horsemen at 
Jarrett’s side to neutral- 
ize “Hogan's Zeroes,” the 
World title is as good as 

his. 

DAVID MILLER 
Oaktown, IN 


THE REAL WORLD 

| am growing very 
tired of Sting’s silent 
tantrum (“Sting: How 
Can We Get Him From 
Here To Here?” August 
1997). | have always 
been a Sting fan, but | 
have lost any desire to see his lit- 
tle mime impersonation anymore. 
Sure, it was interesting to see him 
standing there silent while chaos 
was going on around him for the 
first few weeks, but this has gone 
on for too long. How many more 
months are we going to have to 
(Continued on page 52) 


Sting walks down the aisle with Lex Luger after making another unscheduled appear- 
ance at a WCW show. Reader Karen Bearsley says it’s time he started talking and 


wrestling again already. 
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REPORTER'S 
Hopmais\eleice 


By Stu Saks 


Rob Van Dam is the centerfold of the November 1997 edition of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. Congratulations to him. I know that’s something 
he’s always wanted. “Not every wrestler makes it to the centerfold of 
PWI,” Van Dam once told me. “To a lot of us, this is more important 
than a championship belt, because you can’t get it on a fluke.” 

Indeed you cannot. The editors of PWI are very careful about whom 
they select to appear in the middle of that magazine. Among the crite- 
ria, a& wrestler must be both successful in the ring and have general 
marketable appeal. He must be a star among stars. 

Rob Van Dam was inching closer and closer to that status even 
before he became “Mr. Monday Night.” What he accomplished in asso- 
clating with Jerry Lawler and disassociating with ECW was to force 
himself into national prominence a few months earlier than he might 
have in the regular course of time, yet at the same take the very real 
gamble that he has burned bridges than will never be rebuilt. 

This is a crucial time in the ongoing nationalization of Extreme 
Championship Wrestling. As one of the finest pure talents in the feder- 
ation, Van Dam was counted on to help lead the way. And while ECW 
stands to benefit on a short-term basis from the publicity being gener- 
ated by the WWF vs. ECW war, Van Dam’s role is not what it was envi- 
sioned to be. What happens to Van Dam if and when Vince McMahon 
no longer sees the benefit of continuing his association with ECW? 
McMahon could dump him merely because he would serve as a 
reminder to fans of a feud he wants them to forget. ECW is so angry 
at Van Dam that he might never be welcomed back into the fold. 

Van Dam has one thing going for him that cannot be overlooked. He’s 
a terrific wrestler. And, politics be damned, terrific wrestlers are valu- 
able commodities. Van Dam is well-aware of the risks he has taken, 
but he also has enough confidence in himself to believe he’ll come out 
on top once the initial hysteria over his actions has died down. 

Though I do not like what Van Dam is doing, I still like Van Dam. I 
hope he knows what he’s doing. I’d hate to think this PWI centerfold is 
his last. 
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Instead, he lay in a hospital bed with | 


nothing but yeamings for revenge. 
Misterio need surgery after his leg 

was brutally attacked by Konnan fol- 

lowing his loss to Kevin Nash at dur- 


ing an edition of WCW Monday Nitro | 


in June. 

“He used to be my friend. We used 
to train together,” said Misterio, a sen- 
sitive kind of guy. “Even though our 
philosophies are very different now, | 
still had respect for him. | guess | was 
wrong.” 

Hopefully, Konnan will be brought 
before the WCW Executive Committee 
to explain his actions. All he offered me 
was this: 

“It brought a big smile to my face to 
hear him screech in pain. I’m sick of 
him. He gets more publicity than me 


and better matches than me. Now he's — 


crippled and | am in the spotlight. 
That's where | deserve to be.” 

Citing an accumulation of injuries, 
Japanese superstar Riki Choshu has 


S 








... Look for “Mr. Monday Night” Rob 
Van Dam in two movies being run on 
HBO: Superfights and Blood Moon. 
“I've instructed HBO to run them main- 


| ly on Monday nights because that’s the 


night people turn on their TV sets to 
find me,” Van Dam said. “If I’m on 
Raw, they can get a double dose of 
me on the same night. That’s great!” 
The Headhunters, the famed 
bloodthirsty twins who have competed 
mainly in Puerto Rico and Japan, have 
been signed by Jim Cornette to wres- 
tle in the WWF ... Rockabilly tells me 
that he has worked out his problems 
with his manager, The Honky Tonk 


“ROCKABILLY | 


Man, and that the two will remain 


| together. “We're gonna spend more 


time together working on strategy,” he 
said. “Before, he always told me what 
should we do, but now I’m getting 
more input. We're gonna be great 
together now.” 

USWA Southern champion Billy 
Travis plans to follow Brian Chris- 
topher to the WWF and continue his 
feud with him there. “! already beat 








Christopher for this one belt,” he 
explained, “and | understand that the 
WWF is going to have a light heavy- 
weight tournament. Christopher 


thinks he can win that. Well, once | 
| show up, he can kiss all his title 


dreams goodbye!” 

Viadimir Koloff has won the 
Ultimate Championship Wrestling 
heavyweight title from Rick Morton ... 
Although he was a guest broadcaster 


j} at a recent WWF Raw /s War in 


Detroit, NWA champ Dan Severn has 
not signed with the WWF. “We've 


DAN SEVERN 





talked about the possibility of a few 
matches, maybe against Ken 
Shamrock,” Severn says, “but no con- 
tract talks just yet” ... Butch Reed is 
scheduled to compete on several East 
Coast NWA cards ... The Centerfolds 
have lost their North American All-Star 
Wrestling tag team belts to Scufflin’ 
Hillbilly and Colorado Kid. 

Todd Myers is taking credit for 
Bobby Jay’s pinfall victory over 
Robbie Royce for the Canadian 
Wrestling Federation North American 
title. “l gave Robbie Royce the beating 
of his life on two different occasions 
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just a few days before Bobby Jay laid 
his hands on him,” Myers said. “On his 
best night, Bobby Jay couldn't even 


beat my grandma! He oughta just hand 


me that belt right now!” 

John Kronus is accepting a lot of 
singles matches while his Eliminator 
partner, Perry Saturn, recovers from a 


serious knee injury. In one of those, he | § 
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JOHN KRONUS 


was forced to submit to Taz’ “Taz-mis- 
sion” chokeout. “It was weird not hav- 
ing a hand to tag off to when | was in 
trouble,” Kronus admitted, “but I'll make 
the adjustment’ ... Fury, a member of 
the tag team The Army of Aggres- 
sion, suffered a broken nose when 
Terminator | hit him with the lid of a 
garbage can ... Lance Diamond 
expects to be back in action by late- 
November. His right shoulder had 


been giving him trouble for several | 
years before he took time off to have it | 


surgically repaired ... Congratulations 
to NWA light heavyweight champion 
Steve Corino on his recent marriage 
to long-time girlfriend Nichole. 

Bobo Brazil Jr. has beaten 
Johnny Paradise for the ASWF 
heavyweight title ... Regarding his 
recent tour of Mexico, Gorgeous 
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George Ill said, “I had to hire a body- 
guard to keep the women from tearing 
at me. Those senoritas want my body 
so bad!” Believe him? ... Jim Neidhart 
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GORGEOUS GEORGE III 





| had a falling-out with his friend Chris 


“Tatanka” Chavis, the UCW champi- 
on, and has left that promotion. “Stay- 
ing there and wrestling him would 
prove nothing,” Neidhart explained. 


| “He stayed champion only because me 


and Bruce Hart ran in and saved his 
butt every time an opponent was beat- 
ing him.” 

Ivan Koloff is training young J.B. 
Jammer for a series of Russian chain 
matches against The Nightbreed ... 
Bobby Duncum Jr. has signed with 
ECW ... Impostor Sting continues to 
wrestle in Japan. “I’ve become a leg- 
end here already,” he says. “In Japan, | 
am Sting. If the other guy comes over, 


he'll be considered an impostor and | 


get booed out of here by all the fans.” 

| was sad to hear of the deaths of 
both Stan “The Man” Stasiak and 
broadcaster Dennis James. Stasiak, a 
former WWF champ who was best 
known for his heart punch, was 60 
when he died, while James, 79, was 
said to be the very first host of 
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by Gill A 
wrestling on TV (telecast on the 
Dumont networks). One of his favorite 
things to do was to use sound effects 
when a wrestler was getting his arm 
wrenched or his leg locked. He also 
hosted several quiz shows. 

Remember Van Hammer? He 
competed in WCW in the early-'90s 
and has been talking to WWF pro- 
moters about a possible stint there ... 
Don’t you miss Jesse Ventura as a 
broadcaster? Well, don’t look for him 
to get back into wrestling anytime 
soon. Now that he’s concluded his 
term as mayor of Brooklyn Park, 
Minnesota, he is thinking about run- 
ning for governor of Minnesota ... 
The career of George “The Animal” 
Steele is on the upswing. He Is cur- 
rently appearing in a new movie 
called Blowfish and has signed for a 
match in Delaware’s ECWA against 
Mr. Ooh La La ... The New Razor 
and New Diesei are still feuding in 





‘GEORGE STEELE 


the USWA and at press time were 
preparing for a loser-leaves-town 
match. 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 


| the matches! ial 


9 


HE FIRST BAD thing that hap- 
pened after | got home from 


Atlanta last month was that [| { 


Publisher Stu Saks questioned the 
vanilla shake on my expense report. 

“Dave,” Saks asked me, “was this 
really necessary?” 

“Yes,” | told him. 

“Which of the five food groups 
does a vanilla shake belong to?” 
Saks demanded. 

| had him. 

“Dairy. It’s made of milk, Stu.” 

Other than a few headline meet- 
ings, that was the extent of my con- 











With Dave Lenker 





versation with Saks for nearly three 
weeks, other than when he ran out to 
Burger King for lunch. 

“Anybody want anything?” Saks 
asked. 

“Yeah,” | said with a smile. “I'll 
have a vanilla shake.” 

The second bad thing that hap- 
pened was seeing Madusa lose to 
Akira Hokuto at The Great American 
Bash and being forced to retire. 
Madusa, who injured her left knee in 
the match, went on Nitro the following 
night and tearfully announced her 
intentions of complying fully with the 
stipulation. Mascara dripped down her cheeks. Her 


x HF 


| substantial chest threatened to burst through her 
Hit A * 


insubstantial blouse. | thought | was going to break 


* Ke, down in tears, too, so | went to my freezer and made 


a vanilla shake. 

Why was this a bad thing? Because the next day, 
Saks told me that | might want to take a trip to 
Germany. 

“Why would | want to go to Germany after | just 
came back from Tokyo?” | said. 

“That was a month ago,” Saks said. “Besides, it 
looks like Madusa’s going to wrestle on a few cards 
there.” 

“Impossible—she retired,” | informed him. 

“Not impossible,” Saks said. “Remember. This is 
wrestling. People don’t always do what they say 
they're going to do, especially when they say they’re 
going to retire.” 

Faced with this indisputable reasoning, | immedi- 
ately booked my flight. Two days later, | was jetting 
eight hours to Berlin, Germany, where | landed, over- 
came numerous language barriers, rented a 
Mercedes, and headed northwest to Hamburg, 
where WCW had a card that night. Sure enough, one 
of my first sightings in Hamburg was a poster adver- 
tising the WCW card at the Sporthalle: The Giant and 
Lex Luger vs. Scott Hall and Kevin Nash, Madusa vs. 
Luna Vachon. 

“Unbelievable,” | told Saks when | called and woke 
him from a deep sleep. My mistake. | forgot about 
the six-hour time difference. It was 3 a.m. in 
Pennsylvania. “She’s on the card.” 

“Better check it out for sure,” Saks said sleepily. 

“Are you kidding? Of course I’m going to the card. 
But first I’m having a beer.” 

“Don't forget to check the freshness date,” Saks 
cracked. 


| seh Sure enough, that night at the Sporthalle in 
Madusa loves carrying around the American flag and loves Hamburg, Madusa defied the stipulations of her 
ASU miaetiemesiian-ie retirement match and wrestled Luna Vachon. | cor- 


wrestling career in the U.S. ended on June 15. She extend- nered Madusa outside the locker room area after her 
ed ita few days in Germany, though. (Continued on page 54) 
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A Nostalgic Look at Pro Wrestling. This fan club isitah AMV Who lovedk lorida Championship 
Wrestling. If you are a hardcore fan you will not wanttelmissaalsexciting offer!!!!! It’s only $20.00 
a month. "ele af 


Florida Championship Wrestling has opened their vaul - See footage from the 60's, 70's and 80's, 


from the most historic wrestling promotion ever!! All@apes are Hosted by “The American dream’, 
Dusty Rhodes. ae, 


Florida Championship Wrestling along with RF Video, Inc., is offering an amazing fan club offer. We are releasing complete vitieo 
tapes with the most amazing matches ever witnessed from Florida Championship Wrestling. These tapes have been stored in a 
place known as the vault. Well the vault has been opened and now you, the wrestling fans can relive the memories of Rorida 


Championship Wrestting. 


Florida Championship Wrestling was once the hot bed for Professional Wrestling. On these video tapes you will see stars such 
as Ric Flair, Dusty Rhodes, Barry Whindham, Terry Funk, Kevin Sullivan, Woman, BJ Mulligan, Rick Rude, Lex Luger, Great Muta, 
Roddy Piper, Ron Bass, Purple Haze, Superstar Billy Graham, Bill Watts, Mike Rotunda, Dory Funk Jr., Mike Graham, Hector 
Guerres, Bob Roop, Bob Backland, Jesse Barr, Fabulous Ones, Road Warriors and much much more. 





THIS IS WHAT YOU GET IF YOU JOIN THE 





- Every month for one year you will yet a brand new video tape hosted by the American Dream, Dusty Rhodes himself. It will 
offer some of the most classic matches and interviews from Florida Championship Wrestling history. The quality is pertect. 


- Dusty Rhodes will also have a interview segment called "For Your Ears Only". where he talks about the behind the scenes 
secrets that were going on around the time of the tape. If you would like to learn more about the insides of the wrestling 
Ben aa business you will not want to miss what Dusty, has to say. 


"my + You will get a 8 x 10 photograph for free with every video tape you receive in the mail. These 
pictures are collectors items. If you like photos you will want to join just for the free photos. 
These were the actual photos that these wrestlers used when trying to get 

Taicom a (oldie t-m@var-lanleyielarsial Om Ausciiale B 





- You will get a welcoming letter into the Dreams Turnbuckles Memories, Fan Club from Dusty 
Rhodes and Mike Graham. 


Don't miss this amazing one time offer to watch the greatest wrestling matches ever. You will see 
Kevin Sullivan doing what he does best, you will see blood baths, bullrope matches, cage matches Send a check or money 


and much more exciting action from Florida Championship Wrestling. Let Dusty Rhodes take you order or credit card # to 
on a ride you will never forget. simi Ale (=18) 

; ad OM = 10} GUAT 
Here ts fowsetoe Join the Fanetubil! Langhorne, PA 19053 
For an amazing low price of only $240.00 you get all of this for one year!!! or call (215) 949-8989 


For Phone Credit card orders Call 215°949°9502 


Behind the 
Dressing Room 
Door 


_ by David Rosenbaum 


HORT ATTENTION SPAN 
Theater, the old Saturday 
Night Live skit, has been 
coming to mind a lot these days. 


Nothing much in wrestling has 
been able to keep my interest for 
long periods of time. Stan Stasiak 
died. Sad. Ahmed Johnson joined 
the Nation of Domination. Sur- 
prised. Madusa retired. Oh, well. 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious, Flash Funk, 
Doug Furnas, and Phil Lafon got 
into a car wreck in Canada. 
Inevitable. Boxer Tommy Hearns 
doesn’t want Bret Hart to be the 
“Hitman.” Too bad. 

If only that dream match be- 
tween Ted Turner and Rupert 
Murdoch would actually happen. 
Better yet, throw Vince McMahon 
into the mix and make it a triangle 
match. Hold the match outside 
CNN Center at Centennial Olym- 
pic Park. Winner rules cable, 
losers get relegated to cable 
access channels. Vince vs. Ted 
vs. Rupert would surely hold my 
interest, at least for a few hours. 


Boxer Thomas “Hitman” Hart almost got 
into a fight with Bret “Hitman” Hart during 
an edition of Raw is War this summer. 
Dave Rosenbaum wonders why either 
man objects to the other having the same 


failed s@arelanise 


_ Tommy Hearns. Bret Hart. Bret 
Hart objects to Hearns using the 
nickname “Hitman.” Hearns 
objects to Hart using the same 
name. Sounds like a publicity stunt 
to me. Is that what Hearns has 
been reduced to, a publicity 
hound? Hart is still an active 
wrestler, one of the best in the 
business, despite his spate of 
injuries, and can call himself what- 
ever he wants. Besides, consider- 
ing what happened to those 
Detroit Red Wings players in the 
car accident, who'd want to be 
called the “Hitman” in Detroit? 

Madusa. Wrestling in Germany, 
even though she’s supposedly 
retired. Dave Lenker called me 
from Germany—Hamburg, | 
think—and gave me the news. 
You know, Madusa’s had a great 
career, one of the best of any 

(Continued on page 55) 
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Get Ready to Feel the HEAT!! 


USWA HEAT! 


USWA GREATEST HITS VOL.1 








USWA REWIND DEC.95 


Gat Theese 2 Tapes and watch 3 hours filled with action... Wolfe D vs Pet Tanaka. Jeff 
Jarrett vs Jesse James Armstrong, Hair ve Company. Bob Armstrong va referee Bill Rush 
and MUCH MUCH MORE!!! : 

#616 $22.95 plus $3.00 S&H 














number of issues SMW ve USWA winner controls and wana both. 
#600 $24.95 plus $3.00 S&H 





Gore. Terry Adonis/The Beast vs John Paul/Ricky Rice Top Gunns These 
battling brawters will shock you with their High Flying Action. 
#602 $19.95 plus $3.00 S&H 


USWA CLASSIC VOL.1 
/ Jennifer and the King Jerry Lawler host this spectal international version of Championshi, 
Wrestling. Natures Best vs Robert Fuller/Jimmy Golden w/Syvia-Hot and heavy with nor 
stop action. Brickhouse Brown vs Gary Young a Raging match to see who will be 
Anndhiiaied first. The Gurrero’s Hector Mondo/Chaveo ve Rock & Roll RPAYS and hangman 
it’s full scale WAR! Mimi wiWendy Richter vs Madusa You need fo see thés this Raging 
Action to balieve it. You have to see this Wave The White Flag Match when Eddie Gilbert 
w/ Doug Gilbert as second vs Jetf Jarrett wEddie Martin Second. Samon Swat Team SST 
wi Buddy Roberts va Michael Hayes and Steve Cox. Thasa Matches Turn Ugly With Lots Of 

ieating. 





| LEATHER,-LACE & CANVAS | 


No Holds Barred Womens Wrestling. These Lovely ladies? use chains and 
cheating to bruise and bash each other senshesy, Tessa. ve Dirty White Girt) 


#601 $19.95 plus $3.00 S&H 
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Sub Total 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery - International money orders in US finds only. All videos are Add $3.00 S/H 
VHS and NTSC system compatible only. All tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee ; a Balan Tay | 
against defects only. If tape is defective, please return it with a note specifying the defect. PA yn wir 6% Sales Tax | 
All shipping is by First Class Mail. Outside US add $10.00 | 

Total Enclosed 





by Brandi 


(The opinions expressed in this 
column are those of Brandi Man- 
kiewicz alone and do not neces- 
sarily reflect the opinions of anyone 
else on the staff of this magazine.) 


NEVER THOUGHT | would use 

the word brave in the same sen- 

tence in which | mentioned the 
name Jerry Lawler, but here goes: 
Jerry Lawler is the bravest man in 
professional wrestling. | say that 
with great conviction and without 
sarcasm. “The King” is again a 
fighter, not a joker. 

About five years ago, the “King 
Of Memphis” started to become 
the kind of man he had fought 
against his entire life: a cartoon 
character similar to the ones he 
draws. A cagey grappler had 
become a shrieking clown prince 
spewing out one-liners that would 
make even the worst of all standup 
comedians wince. 

But in one night that changed 
for the better, at least from my van- 
tage point. Never again will | call 
Lawler a bug-eyed coward. 

How you ask—how can one 
man undergo such a startling 
metamorphosis so quickly? How 
did the cowardly lion of profession- 
al wrestling suddenly receive his 
badge of courage? 

Simple. He had the guts to enter 
the ECW Arena and attack just 
about every wrestler he saw, the 
fans (verbally), and the very spirit 
of the entire Philadelphia-based 
promotion. | thought it was an illu- 
sion. Perhaps he was a new mem- 
ber of the Blue World Order: The 
imperial Margarine Blue King. But 
no, it was him, in the flesh ... the 
same flesh that most of the ECW 


1-4 


Mankiewicz 


wanted to tear off his very bones. 
Jerry “The King” Lawler had bro- 
ken down the doors of the ECW 
Arena, Broadcaster Joey Styles 
didn't have enough “Oh my Gods” 
in him to describe the shock. 

Can you say crown 
jewels? You should, 
because Lawler need- 
ed them to enter the 
enemy territory, not to | 
mention its home 
base of operations. 

For weeks, | lis- 
tened to Lawler blath- 
er on about “Ex- 
tremely Crappy Wres- 
tling.” Clever and 
amusing, | thought, 
but what are you 
going to do about it? 
Keep talking and talk- 
ing like you usually 
do? Run away when it 
comes time to fight? 

The old Jerry Law- FF 
ler did all his talking | _ 
with his fists and his 
piledriver, a move 
banned by the USWA. 
Perhaps he needed to 
put the joke book 
away and pick up a 
copy of Hoots. 

But when the lights 
Came up on a dark- 
ened ECW Arena, 
there was Lawler 
helping out “Mr. Mon- 
day Night” Rob Van 
Dam, Sabu, and Bill 
Alfonso. The crowd 
was stunned. Lawler 
literally lost his voice 
as he screamed at the 
people he so hates, 


the people so loyal to ECW. 

But although the Trekkie rejects 
seemed at first indignant over the 
invasion, the look on their faces 
was one of excitement. Their feel- 
ings toward Lawler seemed to 
combine hatred and admiration. 
Just when wrestling was becoming 
mundane, Lawler was shaking 
things up, just as he used to do. 
They knew that with Lawler making 
at an appearance at the ECW 
Arena, they were in for a promo- 
tional war of the worlds. Imagine 
the combination. WWF vs. ECW. 
ECW vs. USWA. WWF vs. USWA. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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All you needed to do was look closely at Jerry Lawler’s 

ace on the night he invaded ECW to see he wasn’t 
clowning around. This was an angry and determined 
Lawler. And that’s the Lawler | respect. 
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ILLUSTRATED 


Seen PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

ister All the information you want is right here—each and every 

week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 

_from around the world! A calendar of upcoming evenis! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 

of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 

the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 





Oh biiee, - Rad nS 
OMAN TOA date 
ape ic MATCH 

i 





1 —" 
ae | 





GET IT INSTANTANEOQUSLY-VIA E-MAIL! 

For those fans who can’t get their news fast enough, PW/ 
Weekly is now available via e-mail. No longer will you 
have to wait for your postal delivery. PW! Weekly is pro- 
duced every Monday and sent to e-mail subscribers that 
very evening! You'll receive electronic text files only, but 
you'll get them fast—and at no extra cost! 
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STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Week/y? No prob- 
lem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample 
copy hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for sin- 
gle-issue orders.) 


PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW/ Weekly 
Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 

























i Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
, London Publishing Co. me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: : 
; P.O. Box 910 1] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 [] 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
~ [] 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings , 
: [] NEW [] RENEWAL _] I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. 
| Please indicate method of payment: Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1 95 ; 
[|] Check or money order (enclosed and payable O Please send my subscription electronically via 
' fot: te e-mail only at no additional cost (specify e-mail , 
i o London Publishing Co.) address and postal address) ! 
if] VISA | id i 
'' MasterCard E-MAIL ADDRESS 
; Card RUMOR = = ete NAME : 
1 Expiration date: __—_/ 
Mo/YR ADDRESS = __APT ; 
| Signature CITY _ STATE. __2/P 

I 


I Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. 
I international money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow eight weeks for subscription to start. l 
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Assignment 


By Liz Hunter 


F THIS COLUMN could be 
summed up in four words, it 
would be this: Madusa, you blew 
it! Something happened on June 
15, 1997, that made me very crab- 
by—as crabby, some on the staff 
of this magazine might say, as 
Brandi Mankiewicz. That was the 
night Madusa was pinned by WCW 
World Women’s champ Akira 
Hokuto, and due to a prematch 
stipulation, forced to retire from 
active competition (she did honor 
previous commitments in Germany 
the following week). In losing that 
match, Madusa in effect killed 
women's wrestling in the U.S. 
Women’s wrestling has always 
been a difficult sell in the U.S., be it 
as a Stand-alone product or an 
appendage to one of the major pro- 
motions. G.L.O.W. gave us scantily 
clad women who couldn't do much 
in the ring, the Ladies Professional 
Wrestling Association tried to give 
us conventional female competi- 





pecs: 


tion, and both the WWF and WCW 
made half-hearted attempts at 
establishing female divisions. 

Not one of the above attempts 
Was a SUCCESS. 

Before | continue, | should tell 
you that | am a fan of women’s 
wrestling. Fabulous Moolah, Judy 
Grable, and Vivian Vachon proved 
that women can be just as exciting 
to watch in the ring as men. They 
were the ones who got me interest- 
ed in this so-called sport of kings. | 
also recognize that American fans 
have greeted women’s wresiling 
with a tepid response. But for me, it 
all comes down to the product and 
how it is presented by the promot- 
ers and the athletes. 

In December 1995, WCW se- 
cured the services of WWF 
Women's champion Madusa (a.k.a. 
Alundra Blayze), who promptly 
tossed her WWF belt in the trash 
upon arriving. She was going to be 
the perfect foundation on which 


WCW was to build a women’s divi- 
sion. Seeing a former employee 
trash its belt was too much for the 
WWF to handle. The federation 
abruptly got rid of its entire wo- 
men’s division. 

But since the end’ of 1996, we 
have been watching a women’s 
division founder under the title 
reign of Akira Hokuto, a very talent- 
ed athlete, but not a woman whom 
American fans were clamoring to 
see every week. Madusa made 
numerous attempts to wrest the 
title away from her, but to no avail. 
Then she became so desperate for 
yet another title shot that she fool- 
ishly allowed Hokuto’s manager, 
Sonny Ono, to cajole her into 
putting her career on the line. 

Very stupid move. Madusa lost. 
Women's wrestling in WCW lost. 
And any forward movement that 
the female contingent had made in 
professional wrestling had been 

(Continued on page 57) 
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you have not called * THE OFFICIAL ECW HO LINE. Sie VE > 
__ The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! , Ja 


‘your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 
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\ MHO COULD HAVE pre- 
dicted five years ago that 
» W® Kevin Nash would be- 


come one of the most recogniz- 
able wrestlers in North America in 
1997? Nash tried several names 
but never made it past the mid- 
card level during his first three 
years in the sport, then got his big 
break when Shawn Michaels hired 
him as his bodyguard in the WWF 
in 1993 (“A break, yeah, but you 
gotta be great to take advantage 
of them”) ... Won the Inter- 
continental, World tag team, and 
World heavyweight titles during his 
three years with the WWF ... Nash 
joined WCW as Oz in 1991 ... 
Changed his name to Vinnie 
Vegas and was once part of 
Harley Race’s stable ... Was hum- 
bled in matches with Van Hammer 





(“Yeah, but where is he now?”) ... 
Became Diesel in the WWF in 
April 1993, the night he helped 
Michaels beat Marty Jannetty for 
the I-C title ... Singlehandedly 
(and consecutively) eliminated 
seven men at the 1994 Royal 
Rumble (“/ saw fear in all their 
eyes") ... Beat Razor Ramon 
(Scott Hall) for the I-C title in April 
1994 after Michaels interfered . 

Looked like he had WWF champ 
Bret Hart beaten at King of the 
Ring '94, but Jim Neidhart inter- 
fered after Diesel power-bombed 
Hart and got the “Hitman” DQ’d ... 
Teamed with Michaels to win the 
WWF tag title from The Head- 
shrinkers in August '94, but one 
night later at SummerSlam, 
Michaels’ interference backfired, 
and Diesel lost the I-C belt to 
Ramon (“Not my fault") ... Diesel 
and Michaels split and vacated the 
tag team title at Survivor Series ... 


Kevin Nash gets some help from the middle rope as he chokes Chris Benoit. Nash 
and Scoit Hall have been the WCW World tag team champions since last October, 
but some would say they’re lucky to still have the belts. 
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CAPSULE PR®©FILE 


KEVIN NASH 


Three nights later, Diesel pinned 
Bob Backlund for the WWF title in 
six seconds (“A real grueling con- 
test”) ... Wrestled Bret Hart to a 
draw at the 1995 Royal Rumble in 
a match marred by interference 
from Owen Hart and Michaels ... 
Pinned Michaels at WrestleMania 
XI, and one night later, Diesel and 
Michaels reunited when Sid 
attacked Michaels (“/ never knew 
whether to like him or hate him”) 

. Had a great summer of ’95, 
successfully defending his title 
against Sid, Mabel, Bam Bam 
Bigelow, Owen Hart, and Jeff 
Jarrett ... Luck ran out at Survivor 
series ‘95 when he was pinned by 
Bret Hart ... Was furious afterward 
and accused WWF head Vince 
McMahon of turning him into a 
corporate puppet ... WWF an- 
nounced a few months later that 
Diesel would be leaving in the 
spring ... Turned against Michaels 
during a tag team match and lost 
several brutal matches to him in 
the ensuing months, including one 
in which Diesel used the prosthetic 
leg of Mad Dog Vachon as a 
weapon (“What’s wrong with 
that?”) ... As Nash, he invaded 
WCW with Scott Hall in June 
1996, and they shocked everyone 
by revealing Hulk Hogan as the 
third member of their group ... He 
and Hall won the WCW World tag 
team title from Harlem Heat at 
Halloween Havoc ’96 ... Appeared 
to lose those belts twice—to the 
oteiners and Lex Luger and The 
Giant—but Eric Bischoff used his 
power in WCW to make sure the 
title didn't change hands (“He just 
did what was right”) ... Along with 
the rest of the New World Order, 


|. Nash continues to feud with most 


of the prominent players in WCW 
(“Bring ‘em all on; we thrive on 
competition’). a 
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Where Are They 





=] JACKIE FARGO 
Throughout his long 


maj Career, Fargo, who 
=4 competed mostly in — 
=e Tennessee, would — 
wea always say, “One — 
w= day, I’m going back 


== home,” home being 
mj China Grove, North 
Carolina. Well, 
Jackie finally moved 


back there a year — 
ago and opened a 


nightclub/restau- 


} rant. “Tennessee > 


TS my second home,” Jackie said, “and | still 
go back often to see my buddy Jerry Lawler. It's a 


kick to be recognized on the street by so many 
nice folks, but China Grove is home, and | love | 


that, too!” . 


KILLER KARL KOX 


One of the most 


sadistic wrestlers. 
who ever stepped 
into the ring, Kox_ 
retired in the mid- 

80s and became a> 
guard at a prison. 
Karl left that position 
a few years ago, 


however, and he 


and his wife have - 
since bought a 


mobile home com- 

~ munity in suburban 

Dallas. “I still watch a lot of matches on TV,” he 
Said, “and | can tell you that there is not one guy 


out there who is as tough as me. In my best days, 


| could have beaten every one of those NWO 
bums all by myself.” 
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Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month 
we will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


JEFF GAYLORD - 
Gaylord had most 
of his success. in. 
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he teamed with Jeff - 
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WORLD WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
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THE GOLDEN BOY VS THE MACHO MAN 
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PLUS, OTHER EXCITING BOUTS! 
SAT., SEPT. 13-9 PM ET/6 PM PT 


LIVE ON PAY-PER-VIEW 


FROM THE THOMAS AND MACK CENTER 





CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE OR SATELLITE COMPANY TO ORDER. 


iti) TOP RAN Teche? 
bd sitar snian 


©1997 TVKO, a subdivision of Time Wamer Entertainment Company, L.P. All rights reserved, TVKO is a registered service mark of Time Warmer Entertainment Company, LP. FIGHTERS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 









LOS ANGELES, CA 
BY JERRY JORDAN 
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CHRIS JERICH 
VS. 
SYXX 


el 





Jericho got a big break when WCW cruiser- 


weight champion Syxx and challenger Rey 
Misterio agreed to give him a shot at the title 
immediately after their match at The Forum. Syxx 
expended a great deal of energy in the match, 
which lasted 11:33 and had very little left for 
Jericho. Jericho pinned Syxx after hitting him 
with a leg lariat. Syxx later protested the match 
to the WCW Executive Committee, which ruled the 
title change valid. 

OTHER BOUTS: Juventud Guerrera, 
Super Calo, & Lizmark Jr. defeated Konnan, 
Lo Parka, & Villono IV ... Ultimo Dragon beat 
Psicosis ... Eddy Guerrero beat Dean Malenko 
... Rick & Scott Steiner beat Marcus Bagwell 
& Masa Chono ... Roddy Piper beat Ric Flair 
... Dallas Page defeated Randy Savage ... 
Lex Luger & The Giant beat WCW World tag 
team champions Scott Hall & Kevin Nash by 
disqualification. 
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JIM THORPE, PA 
BY TIMOTHY A. WALKER 









ROCCO ROCK 
RECKLESS YOUTH 


Rock made the mistake of talking fo some of | 


the fons before his match on this IPW card, and 
he got jumped from behind by Youth. That attack 
allowed Youth to get the upper hand in the begin- 
ning, but Rock gained control when he threw 
Youth over the bar counter at the Flagstaff. Rock 
then grabbed a pitcher of water and hit Youth 


} over the head with it. After beating on him for 


several minutes, Rock motioned to special guest 
referee Johnny Graham to pin Youth as he made 
the count. 

OTHER BOUTS: IPW heavyweight champ 
Brick Bronsky pinned Frank Stalletto ... 911 
defeated The Mutilators in a handicap match ... 
John Rambo pinned Big E. Sleaze ... Doug Flex 
beat The Mutilator by disqualification ... Glen 
Osbourne defeated Cueball Carmichael ... 
Reckless Youth beat Julio Sanchez ... The 
Mutilotor defeated Jack Hammer by submission 
... The Grungers beat Blackhawk & Slicky Boy. 


NEWS FROM THE 


PHILADELPHIA, PA 
BY DAVE REYNOLDS 





JOHN KRONUS 
TAZ 


by ss ae 








ECW TV champ Toz and John Kronus shook 
hands before the bout, signalling to the fans that 
this would a friendly encounter. Surprisingly, it 
stayed thot way. Taz took the advantage by exe- 
cuting a double-underarm suplex, but Kronus coun- 
tered with a power bomb. The next few minutes 
saw a display of great technical mat wrestling, but 
that stopped when they went outside the ring and 
threw each other into a railing. Back in the ring, 
Kronus whipped Taz into a turnbuckle, but as he 
went for his springboard elbow, Taz hooked him in 
the “Taz-mission” for the submission win. 

OTHER BOUTS: Lance Storm beat Tracey 
Smothers ... PG-13 beat Mikey Whipwreck & 
Spike Dudley ... Chris Candido pinned Tom 
Prichard ... Bam Bom Bigelow pinned Pit Bull II 
... EQW tag feam champions Buh Buh Ray & D- 
Von Dudley beat The Gangstas ... B. Mahoney 
pinned Lovie Spicolli ... Sabu & Rob Van Dam 
beat Tommy Dreamer & The Sandman. 
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ANAHEIM, CA 
BY JIMMY VASQUEZ 





BIG VAN VADER 
VS. 
GOLDUST 





Vader berated Goldust as he began sparring 
with him, but neither got a clear advantage in 
the first few minutes. Later, Paul Bearer inter- 
fered on Vader's behalf, hitting Goldust with a 
shoe. That infuriated Marlena, who chased him 
around the ringat the Arrowhead Pond. As the 
match went on, ‘Dust tried to slam Vader, but he 
collapsed with the big man on top of him and 
was pinned, 

OTHER BOUTS: Rockabilly pinned Flash 
Funk ... Faaroog & Kama Mustafa defeated The 
New Blackjacks ... Ken Shamrock beat Jim 
Neidhart ... Sable won a “California Tanning” 
contest over Sunny, Marlena, and Chyna ... 
Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith won a triangle 
match over Henry & Phineas Godwinn and The 
Road Warriors ... Mankind defeated Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley by disqualification ... WWF 
World champ The Undertaker beat Steve Austin 
and Bret Hart in a triangle match. 
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OBERHAUSEN, GERMANY 
BY JOHN FOOSE 






CHRIS BENOIT 
VS. 
MENG 





Meng has beaten a lot of tough opponents of 
late, but he couldn't overcome Benoit. Early on, 
Benoit’s legs got tangled around the top turnbuck- 
le, and Jimmy Hart distracted the referee so Meng 


| could get some cheap shots in on him. Woman 


stopped that by grabbing Hart's jacket and pulling 


him off the ring apron. Later, Meng tried a top- 


rope splash and missed, but Benoit’s diving head- 
butt hit its mark. When Hart climbed the apron 
again, Benoit turned his attention to him, which 
gave Meng a chance fo try fo hit Benoit. But Benoit 
ducked and Meng noiled Hort. In the midst of the 
confusion, Benoit rolled up Meng. 


OTHER BOUTS: Alex Wright pinned Hugh | 


Morris ... Madusa pinned Luna Vachon ... Rick 
& Scott Steiner defeated Harlem Heat ... Rey 
Misterio Jr. pinned Dean Malenko ... Dallas Page 
defeated M. Wall Street ... The Giant & Lex 
Luger beat WCW World tag team champs Scoff 


| Hall & Kevin Nash by disqualification. 





UNIONDALE, NY 
BY RAY HAMILL 





ce 


MANKIND 


VS. 
HUNTER HEARST 
HELMSLEY 





Mankind wasted no time attacking Helmsley, 


| battling with him through the crowd and up the 


ramp leading to the dressing rooms. As Mankind 
went for the mandible claw outside the ring, 
though, Chyna whacked him and broke the hold. 


A few minutes later, Mankind applied the claw 


again and tried for a pin, but the referee was dis- 
tracted by Chyna. After clotheslining HHH over 
the top rope, Mankind was again stopped by 
Chyna, this time as he went to hit him with o 


| chair. Loter, Mankind went for a third mandible 


claw, but Chyna entered the ring, prompting the 
referee to disqualify Helmsley. 

OTHER BOUTS: Scott Taylor pinned Aldo 
Montoya ... Kama Mustafa & Faaroog beat The 
Headbangers ... Brian Pillman defeated Jesse 
James ... The Road Warriors wrestled Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn to a double-disqualification ... 


| Big Van Vader beat Goldust ... The Undertaker & 


Ken Shamrock beat Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith. 
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Matt Brock's 


Speaking 


Harder than nails, 
veteran wrestling 
reporter Matt Brock 
has logged more 
miles covering 
wrestling than any 
other journalist. 
Every month Matt will 
travel to the sport's 
hotbeds, reporting 
everything he sees 
without fear or favor 
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Plain 1973 won the WWF 


i | great man died of 
’ heart failure here on 
June 19, and the 


wrestling world will never 
be the same, even 
though it had been a 
| long time since his 
me IUMpY figure had 
graced the ring. 
stan Stasiak, who in 


World heavyweight 
title from Pedro 
Morales and held 
the strap for nine 
whole days before losing 
it to Bruno Sammartino, 
is no longer with us, and that’s a 
damn shame. Stasiak was called 
tough when tough meant guys 
like Fred Blassie, who’d poke 
your eye out with a pencil if he 
had the chance, and Killer 
Kowalski, who’d suck your eye- 
ball out of its socket without 
even blinking his own eyes. 
Stasiak tried to cripple his oppo- 
nents, came real close to it a 
few times, but what he was best 
known for was one of the most 
devastating finishing maneuvers 
anyone’s ever felt: the heart 


STASIAK’S HEART PUNCH 





punch. Stasiak would deliver 
that old sucker with a sudden 
blow and I'd swear, when it hit, 
you could hear the poor victim’s 
heart stop beating from all the 
way up in the rafters. Time 
passes pretty quickly in this 
world, and | would’ve sworn 
Stasiak was about 70 years old, 
but then | found out he was only 
60 and that made the whole deal 
even sadder. Every once ina 
while, a new young gun comes 
along and describes himself as 
the toughest man who ever 
lived, and I’m thinking of only 
one question. You know what it 
is: Are you as tough as Stan 
Stasiak? As far as I’m con- 
cerned, that’s still the standard 
by which everyone has to be 
judged. Still never seen anyone 
who could meet it. 


7 he Road Warriors are still 
one of the top teams 
around, but they have one 
big problem. They’re always 
going to be compared to The 
Road Warriors. Saw them wres- 
tle Henry and Phineas Godwinn 
to a double-disqualification and 
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something was missing. 
About seven or eight 
years ago, Hawk and 
Animal would have 
stormed the ring and had 
those two hillbillies for 
dinner, not even given 
them the chance to stick 
around and get a lucky 
break. Nowadays, the 
Warriors just don’t have 
that same aura. Tell you 
one thing, and you can agree or 
disagree, but it’s the truth: When 
you have a good thing going, 
you have to stick with it, get 
everything you can out of it for 
as long as you can. You can’t 
keep leaving it and coming back 
to it. Rick and Scott Steiner 
have been great together for a 
decade because they know the 
best chance they have for suc- 
cess is as a team. They’re not 
going to try singles wrestling for 
a few years, then start teaming 
again if that doesn’t work out. 
The Road Warriors walked 
away, came back, and now 
they've lost a lot of what they 
used to have. Of course, it’s 
quite possible that they'll go 
ahead and win the WWF World 
tag team belts, because they're 
going up against a bunch of 
punks, but you put them up 
against the old Midnight Express 
or The Rock ’n’ Roll Express; or 
definitely the Warriors of old, 
and there’s nothing left to talk 
about. Too bad. They might be 
the best team ever, but there 
wouldn’t have been any question 
about it had they stayed togeth- 
er all these years. 


et me tell you something 
| about ECW fans—most of 

them are beyond crazy, but 
they do love their sport and their 
promotion. ECW Arena is no place 
to bring your kids or that dame you 
just met down at the bank, unless 
she happens to smoke cigars and 
eat steak, but if you’re looking for 
action and don’t care much about 
style, it's the place to be. Throw 


eo 
& 
ui 
aul 
c=4 
ia) 
< 
oS 
a 
ot 


INSIDE WRESTLING 








KRONUS SLAMS D-VON DUDLEY 


down your money, grab a 
beer and a chair, and pre- 
pare to spend the rest of 
the night standing, be- 
cause that’s how it is in 
this place. Now, you take a 
man like John Kronus. Not 
a big man, but solid, 
strong, and fearless. His 
partner, Perry Saturn, hurt 
his knee, so Kronus de- 
fended the ECW tag belts 
on his own for a spell 
before losing to the Dudley 
boys. As for the Dudley punks, 
they seemed to get a big kick out 
of beating up on one man to win 
the tag belts and didn’t seem to 
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think much of Kronus’ 
desire. Well, let them 
think what they want, 
because the people in 
ECW Arena appreciated 
what they were seeing. 
Philadelphia’s a working 
man’s town that has 
always appreciated its 
hardest-working ath- 
letes. Kronus fits the 
mold perfectly. 


ike | said last time, 
| doctors lie, and 

there’s nothing you 
can do about it. They'll 
sit there and act like it’s 
for your own 
good and whis- 
per behind your 
back when all 
you're really ask- 
ing for is the 
truth. How bad? 
How much time? 
What are the 
chances? Went 
for the blood 
work and X-rays 
the doctor told 
me | had to have, then 
called back a week later 
and asked for the 
results. “The doctor's not 
in now,” said some batty 
old temp broad at the 
other end. “Well, can't 
you give me the results?” 
| asked her. “I’m sorry, but they're 
confidential,” she said. So the doc- 
tor calls back about an hour later 
and tells me, “Mr. Brock, I’d like you 
to come in so we can discuss this. 
I'll transfer you to my secretary and 
she'll set up an appointment.” 
Before | had the chance to ask 
questions, the batty old temp broad 
was back on the phone telling me 
the first opening would be two 
weeks from today at 2 p.m. Fine. 
The way | figure it, if | was dying or 
had some kind of incurable disease, 
they'd want me in right away, right? 
Just do me one favor, readers, and 
’'ve never asked this before: Cross 
your fingers. oO 
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For months, Ahmed Johnson 
would have given the entire 
Nation of Domination a 
collective “Peari River Plunge” 
if he had the chance. 

Now he’s a member-a member 
who apparently has a plan 
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Ahmed Johnson drops Headbanger 
Mosh chest-first onto a steel railing. 
Doesn't seem like the kind of thing a 
man trying to instill morals in the Nation 
of Domination would do, does It? 


By Dave Lenker 


F, SIX MONTHS ago, Ahmed 

Johnson had made a list of 

things he thought might happen 
to him in 1997, joining the Nation 
of Domination certainly would not 
have been on it. Not even at the 
bottom of the list. He had been 
feuding with Faaroog (and later 
Faarooq’s group) literally since the 
day the former Ron Simmons 
entered the WWF. He never sat 
around thinking, Maybe it would 
be good for my career if | joined. 
Maybe I'd get ahead quicker. 

“It was the furthest thing from 
my mind,” Johnson said. “But 
things change.” 

One of the changes was Nation 
of Domination leader firing Crush, 
Savio Vega, and manager Clar- 
ence Mason. That was a big deal 
to Johnson, who had feuded with 
Vega for a long time and been 
betrayed by him on the day Savio 
joined the NOD. 

“I started looking at Faaroog 
differently,” Johnson said. “! saw 
that the Nation could serve a pur- 
pose. And | saw that there might 
be some room for individuality in 
the Nation. That made a big differ- 
ence to me.” 

The official turning point came 
when Johnson teamed with The 
Undertaker against Faarooq and 
Kama Mustafa on Raw Is War. 
Johnson never got into the match, 
and Kama pinned Undertaker. 
Afterward, with Faaroog, Kama, 
and D-Lo Brown watching from 
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The change of direc- 


NOD down several 
possible routes. Many 
minority wrestlers have 
already viewed the 
Nation as a long-await- 
ed opportunity for them 
to band together and 
assert their power. 
Numerous African- 
American wrestlers 
have long felt that they 
are less likely to get 
title matches than their 
white peers, but don’t 
‘think their voices have 
been heard. The Na- 
tion could become a 
home for minority 
wrestlers who feel 
shunned. 

Another possible 
avenue is for the Na- 
tion of Domination to 
become fan favorites 
and take on The New 
Hart Foundation, which 
has become the new 
symbol of arrogance 
and evil in the WWF. 
There’s no doubt that 
the fans’ attention has 
turned to the Harts, 
and so has Johnson’s. 
The Harts interfered in 
several of his matches 
before he suffered a 
serious knee injury in 


No, this isn’t a picture of Ahmed helping Headbanger Thrasher to his seat. He’s actually about to JUNE. 


beat him up. He says the NOD can help people who have felt shunned. We'll see about that. 


the ramp, Johnson rocked Under- 
taker with a “Pearl River Plunge,” 
then joined the Nation. 

The fans were shocked by 
Johnson’s turn and have booed 
him loudly ever since, but there’s 
reason to believe that all is not 
as it seems. Johnson, though 
now a member of this notorious 
group of bad guys, could very 
well turn out to be the moral 
voice of a clique that is still trying 
to find its way. 

“The Nation of Domination 
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hasn't dominated the way it had 
hoped to,” said WWF commenta- 
tor Jim Ross. “At first, it looked like 
they were going to come in here 
and take over the WWF, but that 
hasn’t happened, and when 
Faaroog fired Crush, Savio Vega, 
and Clarence Mason, we saw a 
few more cracks in their founda- 
tion. Undoubtedly, signing Ahmed 
Johnson and Kama Mustafa was a 
major achievement for Faaroog, 
and it indicates a possible change 
of direction for the group.” 


“Something needs 
to be done about 
them,” Johnson admitted. “Yeah, | 
know what you’re thinking, that | 
used to say the same thing about 
Faaroogq, but this is different. This 
is One group that’s threatening to 
overrun the entire federation and 
is insulting people just because 
they’re American. We can do 
something about that. Let me tell 
you something, | used to think like 
everyone else that the Nation of 
Domination was after complete 
control of the WWF, but that 
doesn’t have to be the case. 
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People have to listen to our mes- 
sage. They don’t have to hate us. 
We just want our fair share.” 

For Johnson, competing for the 
NOD’s fair share might mean 
recruiting other minority wrestlers, 
such as Rocky Maivia, or a 
woman, such as Chyna. 

But is this really all about race 
and fairness? A lot of wrestling 
people think the Nation of 
Domination is nothing but a poor 
man’s NWO and that firing Vega, 
Crush, and Mason merely weak- 
ened the group. The group still 
seemingly has no moral center and 
is merely a group of wrestlers with 
different thoughts and philoso- 
phies; Johnson's arrival only added 
to this unproductive mosaic. 

Faaroog refuted this theory and 
said that the NOD was “getting rid 
of some bad seeds, cutting off the 
rot, and turning us into a leaner, 
meaner fighting machine. There 
are no secrets here. We're just a 
bunch of angry men. Angry with 
the establishment and the lack of 
respect we've been getting.” 
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Johnson said he is just anxious 
to help the NOD “become the best 
it can be. 

“Faarooq’s right—there are no 
secrets here,” he said. “People 
can look at us in whatever way 
they want and they can say all 
they want about what I’ve done, 





but everything’s for a reason. 
Maybe the Nation of Domination 
took one step backward, but it has 
to take three steps forward. They 
were good before. Now we're 
great.” 

Johnson will have a major say in 
how much better they become. [| 
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T HAS ALREADY happened a 
few times since the New World 
Order was formed in July 1996: 

A wrestler or manager will show 

up unexpectedly on WCW Mon- 

day Nitro just to make things a lit 4 

tle more interesting. 

He won't necessarily aa) 
involved in the action right away, 
but he will make sure he gets on 
camera and gives people time to 
speculate about why he is there | 
and, more importantly, who he is 
with. 

Happened with Syxx, who 
agrcle (cma wa iieciam A @al Amero) eioroleolalol= 
as a spectator in the crowd. 

Happened with Ted DiBiase, | 
who did the same. Both those 
men eventually went NWO. 

On June 30 in Las Vegas, both 
Raven and Curt Hennig showed 
up at Nitro. Raven sat in the front 
row and watched most of the 
action, finally moving toward the 
ring at the end. At the same time, 
Hennig emerged from the dress- 
ing room, walked down the aisle, 
took a quick stroll around ringside, 
and left. The rumors started flying 
immediately, especially those con- 
cerning Hennig. Some said the 
wrestler formerly known as “Mr. 
*| Perfect” was interested in joining 
| WCW’s side. Others said he 
would had already met with the 
NWO. | 

Hennig didn't immediately say 
which side he was on ("I’m just 
here checking things out,” he told 
one reporter), but the most rele- 
vant question here seems to be 
this: How long will it take him to 
target Hulk Hogan? Not will he tar- 
get Hulk Hogan, but when will he 
| target Hulk Hogan? 
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Curt Hennig has finally sae 
i arrived in WCW. Buthe %3 
r-facescthe same questions 
_ that many others 

have in the last year: 
| Will UI ch 
Wan what ct comes 
| naturally — 

I battle Hulk Hogan? 
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Curt Hennig had Hulk Hogan 
down on the mat and in pain 
during this 1989 match 
between the two in the WWF. 
How long will it be before he 
tries to do it again? 


le 
pee 
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feuded briefly with Nash in the 
WWF. Oh, yeah, and he knows 
Hogan rather well, too. With Hen- 


pe For “Hollywood” and his NWO, 
the acquisition of Hennig, should it 
happen, could seem like a dream 
come true for a while, but it would 
actually be more like a nightmare 
waiting to happen. 

While the NWO has been the 
dominant group in WCW for the 
past 12 months, they always run 
the risk of becoming stagnant if 
they don’t add new talent. Hennig 
has been out of the wrestling spot- 
light for many months, and out of 
action since 1993 with a back 
injury, his legacy still is fresh in the 
minds of fans. He is also still fresh 
in the memory of Hogan, who had 
a long feud with him in the WWF. 

The NWO would certainly 
become stronger if Hennig joined. 
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WO sides. “But hae. ‘! 


a nig in the NWO, “Hollywood” would 


5 have one less superstar opponent 
about whom to worry. 
Remember, the WWF feud 
between the two men was a 
» Vicious and personal one that saw 


s Hennig at one point damage 


Hogan’s WWF World title belt. 
But joining WCW’s side could 
be too easy for a man as intelligent 


Seecey and calculating as Hennig. Sure, if 
Syese he did that, Hogan might be angry 


t enough to instigate another feud 


Bes, with Hennig, maybe even offer him 


a title shot. Their past feud was 


Sum never really settled and was one of 





After all, three of the group’s top 
stars—Hogan, Scott Hall, and 
Kevin Nash—are brawlers. Syxx 
takes to the air with his attack. 
Hennig, one of the greatest scien- 
tific wrestlers in the WWF in the 
1980s and early-1990s, would add 
balance. He is a mat wrestler who 
can tie an opponent up in a hold 
one instant and kayo him with one 
punch the next. 

Hennig also is familiar with most 
members of the renegade wres- 
tling organization. He formed a 
championship tag team with Scott 
Hall in the AWA, then feuded with 
him in the WWF. He established a 
temporary tandem with Randy 
savage in the WWF, but also feud- 
ed with the “Macho Man.” And he 


5 the few in the WWF that Hogan did 


not completely dominate. Hogan’s 


{rs brawling clashes with Hennig’s sci- 


ence. Shunning the NWO could 


* clear a path to the WCW World 
m title for Hennig. Hogan’s ego has 
" always overridden his sensibility. 


But if Hennig really wanted to 
not just beat Hogan, but humiliate 
him, he’d make him believe he 
was a good friend and NWO team- 
mate, wait for just the right 
moment, and then strike! 

For the better part of the last 10 
years, Hennig has been a rule- 
breaker. Since the scrubbed-face 
scientific star turned bad, he has 
won one AWA World champi- 
onship and two WWF Intercon- 
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tinental championships. Simply 
put, Curt Hennig has had more 
success when he completely disre- 
gards the rules. Remember all the 
success he had as a fan favorite? 
Don’t feel bad if you don't, be- 
cause he didn’t have that much at 
all. Hennig is great when he is 
bad. 

And if Hennig is aware of that 
fact, WCW fans could be in for 
another long summer and fall ... 
and perhaps another year of the 
NWO beating up on tradition and 
the wrestlers of WCW. 

But no matter how many times 
Hennig might flash the “NWO 4 
Life” sign, Hennig would still 
remember the bitter feud with 
Hogan from days gone by. He 
might even remember all those 
days he spent as Intercontinental 
champ—even the days he wasnt 
feuding with Hogan—when Hogan 
overshadowed him and hogged 
the spotlight in the WWF. Would 
he really be willing to let 
“Hollywood” do that to him again, 
because make no mistake about it, 
that is what happens in the NWO? 
When Hogan’s around, he is the 
show. And if he did, how long 
would it last? 

Not very long at all. 

Whether they know it or not, 
Curt Hennig and Hulk Hogan are 


destined to clash again. L] 
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Scott Hall didn't trust Hennig during much of their 
time together in the WWF, and if he were smart, he 
wouldn't put too much trust in him now. 
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ECW’s Tommy Dreamer has ee a 
been involved in a lot of wh 
interfederational controversy. ‘ean 
He attacked several USWA 
officials during a USWA tele- 
cast in June (opposite page, 
left) and has already battled 
Jerry Lawler in Memphis 
(above) and taken abuse from 
“The King” and Rob Van Dam 
in ECW (right). 


By Liz Hunter 


1A JEREN’T THEY ONCE the enemy? 
¥ | \f Years ago, when the whole wide 
Y wrestling world was clamoring—begging, 

really—for a match between WWF World champion 
Hulk Hogan and NWA World champion Ric Flair, a 
brawl to settle it all, weren’t Vince McMahon and the 
WWF the only ones keeping it from ever happening? 
Weren't they the acknowledged enemies of interfed- 
eration matches—the big, rich, powerful WWF? The 
ones who acted like they were the only federation on 
this planet? 

Yes, they were. Of course they were. But times 
have changes. Like, for instance, Hogan is now in 
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WCW, and WCW kicks the WWF's butt just about 
every Monday night when it comes to television rat- 
ings. Like, for instance, WCW has Hogan, Randy 
Savage, Sting, Lex Luger, The Giant, Flair, and a 
bunch of NFL football players, while the WWF is con- 
stantly fighting to hold on to what it has. 

Philosophies change when you're no longer num- 
ber one. What used to be unthinkable becomes a 
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reasonable consideration. Inter- 
federation matches, once the 
province of federations desperate 
for attention, become your trump 
card. A way to win those Monday 
night ratings battles. Maybe get a 
few outsiders on your side. 
Several years ago, the WWF 
sent some of its stars to the 
USWA and the now-defunct 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling for lim- 
ited appearances. In 1993, the 
Smoky Mountain tag team title 
was fought for—and won—at a 
WWF pay-per-view card. But 
nothing compares to what has 
happened this year in the 
WWF's growing affection for 
interfederation influence. 
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Raw Is War were shocked to see 
ECW stars such as Stevie 
Richards, Taz, The Eliminators, 
The Blue Meanie, Sabu, and 
Tommy Dreamer appearing on the 
show. In May, ECW star Rob Van 
Dam became “Mr. Monday Night’ 
when he wrestled on Raw. On 
June 7, Van Dam, Sabu, man- 
ager Bill Alfonso, and the 
WWF's Jerry Lawler attacked 
several ECW wrestlers during 
an ECW show in Philadelphia. A 
week later, ECW star Tommy 
Dreamer battled Lawler in 
Memphis. 
A Raw in June featured an 
interfederation battle be- 
tween Brian Christopher of 
the USWA and Chris 
Candido of ECW. Interference was 
provided by Lawler, Van Dam, and 
ECW star Dreamer, who was there 
on Candido’s behalf. And later in 
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On February 24, viewers of 
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the night, a match pitting Lawler 
and Van Dam against The Head- 
bangers was tainted by the interfer- 
ence of ECW star The Sandman. 
“Things are really getting a little 
interesting over there, aren't 
they?” Tommy Dreamer said. “It’s 
about time. The WWF used to 
think it was the be all and end all, 
but now they’ve finally come 
around to realizing that isn’t true. 
If you ask me, what’s going on 
now was a long time coming, and 
it’s only going to make the sport 
more interesting. It already has.” 
The WWF's intentions are obvi- 
ous: It realizes it’s losing the bat- 
tle with WCW for Monday night 
ratings, so it has turned a 
one-on-one war into WCW 
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against the world. It’s a brilliant 
marketing scheme: The WWF 
has recruited ECW and USWA 
fans to its side. Now, not only 
WWF fans are watching Raw Is 
War. Fans of ECW and USWA 
are tuning in, too. 

The result? Everybody wins, 
except for WCW. The WWF wins, 
it hopes, with higher ratings. 
ECW and USWA win because 
they’re getting unprecedented 
exposure and respect. The fans 
win because they’re seeing the 
best of all worlds. Even the 
wrestlers win, because this 
increased competition forces 

them to be at their best. 
“There is no down side,” 
said INSIDE WRESTLING 


; Ay 
Sie a 





Publisher Stu Saks, long a propo- 
nent of interfederation matches. 
“Unfortunately, it took a long time 
for the WWF's arrogance to get 
wiped away by reality, but finally 
the time has come and every- 
body’s the better for it. Un- 
fortunately, the one thing | think 
we'll never see is WWF vs. WCW 
interfederation matches. In fact, | 
think we’re further away from that 
than ever before. The bad feelings 
between these two groups have 
intensified. Besides, Ted Turner 
didn’t challenge Vince McMahon 
to a boxing match. He challenged 
(Fox Network head) Rupert 
Murdoch.” 

Wrestling analysts agree 
that the WWE must be careful 
about obliterating the line 
between it and the independent 
federations, lest fans believe 
ECW and USWA are equal in 
size, power, and quality to the 
WWF. That has always been the 
danger of interfederation match- 
es, as the WWF kept telling us in 
the 1980s: Recognition means 
respect, which means putting 
yourself on the same level with 
federations that really aren’t com- 
petitors. The WWF is trying to get 
the best of both worlds. 

“They’re using us and we're 
using them,” said ECW’s Paul E. 
Dangerously. “It’s kind of a you 
scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours situation, which is fine with 
us: But | don’t think anybody is 
going to get confused by the dif- 
ference between ECW and the 
WWF. It’s a totally different style 
of wrestling and we have totally 
different fans. The good thing 
is that WWF fans who 
might be interested in us get 
exposed to ECW, while we 
juice up the action on WWF 
cards.” 
Like everyone else, Danger- 


ee ously knows this wouldn’t be 


happening if the WWF was 
as powerful as it used to be. 
The rules have changed. 
The WWF War Zone is 
getting bigger. CO 
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Rey Misterio Jr. has recorded some great victories 
over Juventud Guerrera recently (right), but 
wouldn't he better off forming a lasting alliance 
with him? Same with Konnan (against Dallas Page, 
left). Misterio and Konnan haven't gotten along in a 
long time. It'd be in their best interests to make up. 
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How’s a team of Psicosis, 

La Parka, Juventud Guerrera, 
Konnan, and Super Calo 
sound? Unbeatable maybe? 
if they could only get along 
and get together! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


EY MISTERIO JR. sat back in the chair in 

front of his locker and paged through the latest 

issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly. He 
shook his head. His eyes followed his fingers up and 
down the two pages of results and after about five 
minutes, Misterio placed the newsletter on the table 
next to him and shook his head again. 

“Look at this,” he said to a reporter as he once 
again picked up his PWI Weekly and looked inside. 
“Tell me, what’s wrong with this? Listen to these 
results: Super Calo defeated La Parka. Ultimo 
Dragon beat Psicosis by submission. Silver King, 
Psicosis, and Damian beat Ultimo Dragon, Juventud 
Guerrera, and Super Calo. 

“Don’t these guys speak the same language? 
Can’t we communicate with each other? Gentlemen, 
we could be sitting on top of the next great power in 
professional wrestling and we don’t even know it. 

“The Mexican Mafia. Can you see it? It could be 
gigantic.” 

Misterio, a Southern Californian who started his 
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Psicosis dives onto Damian. 
He and manager Sonny Ono 
are too busy feuding with 
Ultimo Dragon to get involved "= 
‘= in any Nueva World Order. 





career in Mexico and wrestles in the Lucha Libre 
Style, has wrestled most of the Mexicans in WCW 
and knows their style well. They are mostly small, 
but extremely talented with thrilling aerial attacks and 
tremendous courage. Individually, each man can 
count himself among the most exciting wrestlers in 
the world. As a whole, they’d be small but deadly ... 
and dangerous. A fast-paced wrestling machine like 
nobody has ever seen. 

The Nueva World Order. Look out! Rey Misterio 
Jr., Super Calo, La Parka, Villano IV, Juventud 
Guerrera, Konnan, and Psicosis together in one 
casa would be phenomenal. 

Unfortunately, Psicosis is feuding with Ultimo 
Dragon, a Japanese wrestler who trained in Mexico 
and is friends with Juventud Guerrera and Super 
Calo (who’s feuding with La Parka). Misterio has 
feuded and teamed with Guerrera, but doesn't like 
Psicosis or Dragon and hasn’t been happy with 
Konnan since he joined the Dungeon of Doom. The 
group is in pieces. As a result, only Misterio and 
Dragon have been successful, and even they are 
struggling now. At press time, none of them was 
ranked in the WCW top 10 and that, says Chris 
Jericho, is a shame. 

“There's a lot of pride there, and a lot of talent, 
too,” Jericho said. “If they could just put their pride 
aside for the good of the group, man, what a group 
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Great wrestler, that La Parka. He has plenty of terrific high-risk 
moves. Too bad he’s not getting anywhere in WCW. He might 
if he had a big group to support him. 


that would be! This Nueva World Order, if that’s what 
you guys want to call it, is young, talented, and at the 
peak of their games. | could easily see them taking 
over.” 

According to Ultimo Dragon, there has been 
some talk among these wrestlers about bonding 
together and working as a unit. But, as Dragon 
pointed out, “! wouldn’t want to work with Sonny 
Ono, and I'm not feeling too good about Psicosis 
right now.” 

Responded Psicosis: “Any team he’s on, I’m not, 
So you can end the talk right there.” 
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Too bad, said Juventud Guer- 
rera, They could be awesome. . 

“Yeah, it’s something I’ve 
thought about and even talked 
about with some of the other 
Mexicans, but for now, it doesn’t 
seem too likely,” Guerrera said. 
“Everybody’s too caught up in their 
own business, their own little feuds 
and problems, and | guess you can 
say it hasn't amounted fo anything 
for any of us. The shame of it all is 
that Mexican wrestlers are finally 
following in Mil Mascaras’ footsteps 
and getting respect in the United 
States, and here’s our chance to 
really do something with it.” 

Asked whether the Nueva World 
Order has any chance of happen- 
ing, Guerrera said, “A chance? Sure, why noi, but 
not now. We're not even close. What has to happen, 
if you ask me, is that Mexicans have to stop wrestling 
Mexicans.” 

One of the Mexican wrestlers, who refused to 
be identified for publication, said “WCW likes us 
wrestl ing each other. They want Mexicans 
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The Psicosis-Misterio 
feud has been fought in 
about a half-dozen fed- 
erations. 
least, is starting to real- 
ize that the Mexican 
wrestlers are spending 
too much time battling 
each other. 
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Super Calo has one of the most fhustiel i presting ‘Glitfits of anyone in the Word: 
But he is just one of many Mexicans getting buried in preliminary matches. 


wrestling Mexicans. What we have to do is not go 
along with it.” 

Several long-time wrestling officials in Mexico 
were thrilled that Ultimo Dragon vs. Psicosis was a 
featured event at The Great American Bash pay-per- 
view, but disappointed that the two didn’t shake 
hands before or after the match. Mascaras, who 
watched the match from home, 
said he was proud to see 
Dragon and Psicosis wrestle, 
“put I'd much rather see them 
wrestle together, on the same 
team. That would be good for 
them and even better for the 
people of Mexico.” 

The Nueva World Order 
could follow the lead of the 
WWF's Nation of Domination 
(see story on page 26), which 
could be turning into a haven for 
minority wrestlers. In the 
Nueva’s case, they would 
demand title matches, help each 
other out, and perhaps go head- 
to-head with the New World 
Order. 

“It would be great, to prove 
that skill and smarts can over- 
come brawn,” Guerrera said. 
“That is what Mexican wrestling 
is all about.” 

But until the Nueva is formed, 
Mexican wrestling in the United 
States is all about one Mexican 
fighting another and the com- 

mon good never being served. 
It’s time for Mexico to do some- 
thing good for Mexico. 0 
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Misterio, at 
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CHRIS CANDIDO- 


“SKIP MY PAST—1 HAVE A FUTURE” 


~ WEATAINLY YOU remember 
Skip and Zip, The Body- 
donnas, who held the WWF 
World tag team title for 11 weeks 
last year. Well, Chris Candido 
would like for you to forget about 
them. Make believe they never 
existed. He's looking ahead. 

Candido would be the first to 
admit that his past wasn’t entirely 
sparkling. Known as a whiner dur- 
ing his days in Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling, he became one of the 
few wrestlers to play second fiddle 
to his manager when he took on 
Tammy Fytch. When Fytch took a 
job as a commentator on WWF 
telecasts, Candido followed, and 
the newly named duo of Skip 
(Candido) and Sunny (Fytch) im- 
mediately became hated around 
the federation. Later, Sunny 
teamed Skip with Zip (Tom 
Prichard) and called them The 
Bodydonnas. They won the WWF 
lag belts. 

Sunny, it turned out, was not a 
loyal friend. The Bodydonnas lost 
the belts to Henry and Phineas 
Godwinn, who soon lost them to 
The Smokin’ Gunns, and Sunny 
followed the gold both times. The 
Bodydonnas slumped and eventu- 
ally broke up. Candido moved on 
to ECW. Recently, he wrestled one 
of his idols, ECW heavyweight 
champion Terry Funk, and formed 
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the Triple Threat with Shane 
Douglas and Bam Bam Bigelow. 
He even returned to the WWF for 
one match and battled USWA star 
Brian Christopher. 

Candido admits that he has 
made mistakes in the past, but 
says he’s looking ahead to a bright 
future. He, by the way, remains 
friendly with Sunny, who often sits 
in the balcony for his ECW match- 
es. “He didn’t appear any calmer 
than he was in the past when | 
spoke to him, but | think his head 
is on straighter,” reported Senior 
Writer Dave Rosenbaum, who 
spoke with Candido after a card in 
Philadelphia. 

“| know exactly what I'm 
doing. You know what they 
say, those who forget the past 
are damned to repeat it..." 
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Q: Thank you for your time, Chris, 
although | must say, time 
seems to be the one thing you 
have in abundance. 

A: What's that supposed to be, 
some kind of wisecrack? 

Q: No, simply an observation. Your 
schedule isnt as busy as it was 
during your WWF days ... 
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: Are we gonna sit here and go 
over the past? 

: Well... 

: Well, nothing. Skip my 
past—i have a future. 

: Skip your past? Skip your 
past? Skip? 

: What are you talking about? 
Skip. 
Oh. 

: It kind of haunts you, doesn’t 
it? 

: Doesn’t haunt me at all. I’m 


proud that | was a WWF 
World tag team champion. 
How many wrestlers win a 
world title? 


: Okay, you're right about that. 


But about Skip ... 


: Forget about it. We’re not 


talking about Skip today. 


: How about Sunny? © 
: Sunny’s fine. | see her all the 


time. We’re good friends. 
Great friends. Things have 
worked out for us. 


: You hold no grudges against 


her? 


: Grudges? Why? 
: Wow, you do have a short 


memory. Remember? She 
dumped you for a couple of hill- 
billies? Then she dumped them 
for The Smokin’ Gunns? 


: Yeah, | remember, but what 


good does it do for me to 
rehash that? What good is it 
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“Bret Hart wishes he 
could do in his career 
what Terry Funk 
has done. Funk's the 
ECW champion. 
Soon I'm gonna be 
the champion.” 
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gonna do me? I’ve forgotten 
the past. 


: Yeah, but has Sunny forgotten 


the past? 


: What does it matter? This is 


now. That was then ... 


: Sounds like a good title for a 


book, only backward. 


: Listen, | know what you writ- 


ers think about me. You think 
’'m some kind of clown who 
doesn’t know what he’s doing 
half the time. Well, it ain’t true. 
| know exactly what I’m doing. 
You know what they say, 
those who forget the past are 
damned to repeat it... 


: You just told me that you've for- 


gotten the past. 


: Well, that’s not what | meant. | 


mean that I’ve learned from 
my mistakes. 


A: Not a mistake. I’ve got a lot of instead of losing, you're going to 
respect for Terry Funk. He’s win, and instead of winning, he’s 
one of the best there ever going to lose. 
was, one of the best there A: Exactly. 
ever will be. Q: Do you love Sunny? 

Q: Sounds like you're talking about A: What? 

Bret Hart. Q: Do you love Sunny? You know, 

A: Bret Hart? Bret Hart wishes love. L-O-V-E. 
he could do in his career what A: Yeah, | love Sunny, like a 
Terry Funk has done, Funk’s friend. 
the ECW champion: Soon I’m = Q: And what else? 
gonna be the ECW champion. A: What else is there? Listen, 
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: You're gonna beat Funk? 
: If that’s what it takes. 
: But you haven't so far. What's 


going to change? 


: What’s going to change is 


that I'm gonna win and he’s 
gonna lose, that’s what. 


: Okay, I'm glad you cleared that 


up. What you're saying is that 


Sunny’s one part of my life, 
the ECW title is another, the 
Triple Threat is another. We're 
tough, me, Shane, and Bam 
Bam. 


: | hate to say this, but some peo- 


ple might say that this is a clas- 
sic example of misery loves 
company. 
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: It seems to me that dressing up 
like Terry Funk and imitating him 
while you wrestle him is a new 
mistake. 
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Chris Candido lands a punch to the chest of Rob Van Dam, an ECW wrestler who 
doesn’t think much of his home promotion. Though Candido is a former WWF tag 
team champ, he seems loyal to ECW now. 
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In recent months, Candido has wrestled 
both former ECW champ Raven (above) 
and current champ Terry Funk (below). 
He expects to have that title in his pos- 
session soon. 


A: Who says that? 

Q: Well, okay, | say that. 

A: Well, you’re stupid. You 
know what that is? Stupid. S- 
T-U-P-I-D. Stupid. Douglas 





has held every title 

there is in this fed- 

eration. He’s “The 

Franchise.” The 

Bammer’s one of 

the best that ever 

lived ... 
The Bammer? | 
never heard that. 

A: Well, you don’t 

. know everything, 
do you? 

: | know that you and 
Shane Douglas have 
argued in the past. 

: In the past. There 
you go. again, 
always dredging up 
the past. We used to 
argue. We don’t 
argue anymore. Tell 
me, when’s the last 
time you saw Shane 

Douglas and Chris Candido 

arguing? 


: Just a few weeks ago, | believe. 
: And it’ll be a long time before 


it happens again, too. We 
don’t argue anymore. We see 
eye-to-eye on just about 
everything. This group, we're 


‘as tough as they come. 
: Were you surprised that 


Tommy Dreamer interfered for 
you in that WWF match against 
Brian Christopher? 


: Surprised? No. | knew he was 


there. 


: And... 
: And he was just looking out 


for one of his ECW boys. The 
thing is, in ECW, we fight like 
the devil when -we’re in the 
ring. We’d kill to win. But 
we’re one big, strong group. 
When an outsider beats up 
on one of us, we help our 
ECW boy. That’s the way it is. 
Jerry Lawler and Rob Van 
Dam stuck their noses where 
they didn’t belong. Tommy 
Dreamer helped out. 


: So what does the future hold for 


you? , 


: It’s about time. Like | said, I’m 


going to be the ECW champi- 
on. Maybe someday I'll find a 





“In ECW, we fight 
like the devil... 
We'd kill to win. 
But we're one big, 
strong group. When an 
outsider beats up on 


one of us, We 
help our ECW boy.” 
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new teammate, go back to 
the WWF, and win the World 
tag team championship 
again. Maybe Sunny will join 
me, maybe she won't. You 
know these women. They've 
got minds of their own. 


: Yeah, | know. It’s a new con- 


cept. We have this woman in 
our office, Brandi Mankiewicz. 
She has a mind of her own, too. 


: Life’s tough, ain’t it? 
: And then you die. 
: Sunny’s a good woman. A 


great woman. Maybe one of 
these days we'll get together. 


: And get married? 
: Heck, who knows. There’s no 


accounting for taste. 


: No, there isn’t. Well, Chris, 


thanks for not discussing your 
past. | look forward to your 
future. 


: Thanks, Rosenbaum, and 


good night. a 
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NWA champion Dan Severn finished 
off Devon Storm with an armbar, 
and part of Storm had to be glad it 
was over. He couldn't use his high- 
risk moves the way he wanted to. 
and that was so frustrating. 
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Frustration 


if a challenger is going 
to beat Dan Severn, 

it’s going to have to 

be at Severn’s game. 
Because when a match 


goes airborne, Severn 
gt? 
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isn’t likely to follow oy a is = * yeh nd Storm hit Severn with some elbows to 

eS = the chest (above), but those aren't 

gis going to do that much damage to 
“The Beast.” And when Severn did __. 
get Storm in tight clenches, Storm Be 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


EVON STORM THOUGHT 

a lot of himself and his aer- 

ial style before he stepped 
into the ring with NWA champion 
Dan Severn. Maybe the most frus- 
trating night of his life. He discov- 
ered just how meaningless all the 
moves he had learned and honed 
to perfection could be when faced 
with the right opponent. Or the 
wrong opponent. By the end of the 
night, Storm wouldn't have cared if 
he never saw Severn again. It was 
that bad. 

Storm went into the match and 
his big NWA title shot figuring that 
the best way to beat a mat 
wrestler like Severn is to ground 
him. Hit him with all kinds of aerial 
moves. Launch an air attack like 
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ringside table—that worked for 
Storm (above). But Severn’s 
punishing kicks can really take 
Mle) Melti me) m-Mirt-lam(el-1(e) Wah 
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Smashing Severn's head into a | 7 


nothing anyone had seen before. 
Beat on his face and upper body 
with dropkicks. Hit him with a 
moonsault. Throw in a “Frank- 
ensteiner” here and there. Keep 
the match moving fast. Try about 
30 high-risk maneuvers, hope to 
land about 20, and figure that will 
be enough to win you the match. 

Maybe it would have, but 
Severn refused to take the bait. 

“He must think I’m stupid,” 
snapped Severn, a former Ulti- 
mate Fighting champion. “I’ve 
faced men with tons more experi- 
ence than he had, and I’ve dealt 
with them. He’s a terrific wrestler 
with a great future, but what did he 
expect me to do, chase him 
around the ring? No way! That, my 
friends, is exactly how a mat 
wrestler loses to an aerial 
wrestler, and that wasn’t going to 
happen to this mat wrestler. 

“You want to know the truth? 
This might sound arrogant, but 
it's a fact. The ring is big enough 
so that a mat wrestler never has 
to lose to an aerial wrestler, un- 
less he makes all the mistakes. 
It's not a matter of how much risk 
the aerial wrestler is taking. It’s a 
matter of how bad | allow myself 
to be.” 

lt so happens that mat wrestler 
Severn is the heavyweight cham- 
pion of a federation in which some 
of the best wrestlers, like Ace 
Darling and Reckless Youth, 
attack from the air. This combina- 
tion seemingly makes Severn 
unbeatable, or as close to that as 
a wrestler can come. 

The Storm-Severn match was 
an exercise in frustration for the 
challenger. Few of Storm’s high- 
risk moves landed because 
Severn, for the most part, was 
careful to stay out of target range 
and wait for his opportunity. He did 
connect with one “Frankensteiner,” 
hit Severn with a slide kick under 
the ropes while Severn was out- 
side the ring, and clothesline 
Severn after propping him up on a 
chair, but that was about it. 
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Storm, the challenger, had no 
choice but to be the aggressor 
(and thus go to the air), while 
Severn could have waited 
for the time limit to expire 
if he had wished. That’s 
the advantage of being 
champion; you don’t have 
to win by pinfall or submis- 
sion. You can wait for time 
to expire or lose by disquali- 
fication and you're still 
champion. It’s the perfect sit- 
uation for a wrestler of 
Severn’s style. 

“Exactly,” Severn agreed. 
“That’s why aerial wrestlers 
usually have pretty short title 
reigns. You look at some of 
the long-term champions in 
wrestling history, like Bruno 
Sammartino, Bob Backlund, Ric 
Flair, and Lou Thesz, and what 
do they all have in common? All 
mat wrestlers. They kept it sim- 
ple. No high-risk stuff. That’s the 
way to do it. Be smart. Wait for 
your opportunity.” 

Storm kept waiting and waiting. 
A few times he taunted Severn to 
come closer, but the champion 
just ignored him. 

“| wasn’t sure what to do there 
for a while,” Storm said. “It’s really 
tough. | mean, I’m trying to do all 
my best moves, but he won't wres- 
tle with me. He’s just hanging back 
and waiting for the match to come 
to him, which | guess is smart, but 
it doesn’t seem all that champion- 
like to me. | thought he should 
have come after me a few times, 
but he didn’t.” 

The match ended shortly after 
Severn suplexed Storm over the 
top rope and through a table. He 
rolled him back in and won when 
he clamped on an armbar to which 
Storm submitted. Later, in the 
locker room area, NWA North 
American champion Reckless 
Youth boasted that the result 
would have been different had he 
wrestled Severn, but offered no 
convincing evidence. 

“| guess I'd do a lot of the same 
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There were times in this match when Storm 

. had no choice but to try to stand toe-to-toe © 
with Severn. That was the NWA champion’s 77 
goal: Make this a slower-paced bout fought 


Pe | on the mat and in the middle of the ring. 
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things Storm did, bu 





t better,” said 
Reckless Youth, whose name is 
the best reason he could never 
beat Severn. “Storm was missing 
too often. You can’t take too many 
chances.” 

Many experts think that Severn, 
with his vast amateur background 
and UFC experience, is too good 
for the younger, less-experienced 
wrestlers in the NWA. They think 
he’d find better competition in the 
WWF, possibly from his old UFC 
rival Ken Shamrock. The WWF is 
home to some of the finest mat 
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wrestlers in the world, including 
Bret Hart, Davey Boy Smith, and 
Steve Austin, and none of them 
would engage Severn in an aerial 
war. They’d test him on the 
ground. 

“| like a challenge,” Severn 
insisted. “I’m willing to take on 
anything they throw at me. But, 
you know, wrestling high flying 
guys is a challenge, too. It’s a 
test of wills. | have to control 
myself and not get involved in 
something that’s not in my own 
best interests.” O 
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The telephone wires sizzle 

each month, as two top 

cde hie voice their rage 

hostility toward each 

oie. Here's the unedited 

transcript of their 

conversation, your chance to 
the raw emotion that 

results when two antagonists 

face off ... One On One 


9 ENRY AND PHINEAS God- 
H winn appear to be the perfect 
tag team. They're cousins, for 
one, and grew up together in Biggers, 
Arkansas, about 120 miles north of 
Little Rock. They understand each 
other, which is more than anyone else 
can say, and they’ve been successful. 
In 1996, Henry and Phineas were 
able to capture the WWF World tag 
team belts. 

For a long time, this was a fun-lov- 
ing team that got along well with each 
other and with the fans. They gen- 
uinely enjoyed what they were doing, 
as was made obvious by their pre- 
match and postmatch square-dancing 
exhibitions. 

But the fun stopped when Henry 
broke a vertebra during a tag team 
match against The Road Warriors this 
spring. Doctors said Henry was lucky 


he didn’t wind up paralyzed, but with- - 


in a few months, he was back in the 
ring. 

Yet something had changed. Henry 
wasn't the carefree man he used to 
be. The dancing stopped. The hobnob- 
bing with the fans stopped. Henry 
became deadly serious. Phineas 
didn't want to change, and that’s 
where problems arose. 

Phineas still wants to dance. 
Henry doesn’t want him to dance. 
Phineas wants to shake hands with 
and high-five the fans. Henry doesn’t 
want to deal with the fans. Phineas 
likes to take the attitude that if the 
team loses, there's always the next 
match. Henry, perhaps shaken by. the 
fragility of life, doesn’t want to hear 
about tomorrow. He’s concentrating 
on today. 

Recently, Phineas might have 
cost himself a victory over Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley when he turned his 
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“Deep down inside, | get real sad when | 
hear them people booing me. | know you 
say it doesn’t matter, but it makes me 

feel bad.” 


attention away from Helmsley and 
kissed Chyna. Helmsley caught 
Phineas with his “pedigree” and 
won the match. Then Henry ran to 
ringside and berated Phineas for 
averting his attention from the task 
at hand. 

Make no mistake, the Godwinns 
aren't on the verge of a breakup. But 
their differences were obvious when 
we brought them together ... “One On 
One.” 


PHINEAS GODWINN: Hey, 
what's up, cousin? Where ya been all 
day? 

HENRY GODWINN: Nowhere. 
Why? What’s up with you? 

PG: Well, I don’t know. These 
nice people here at INSIDE WRESTLING 
brought us together and I reckon they 
want us to talk about somethin’. 


—Phineas Godwinn 


Don’t really know about what. 

HG: Don’t you have any idea? 

PG: No. Why? Should I? 

HG: Well, maybe it has somethin’ 
to do with that match you lost back a 
few weeks ago. 

PG: Which one you talkin’ about? 

HG: Yeah, exactly. Which one? 
I’m talkin’ about that match against 
Helmsley. 

PG: So what about it? What’s that 
got to do with you? 

HG: First of all, you’re my cousin 
and my teammate. I care about you. 
Second of all, this whole thing is get- 
tin’ out of hand. Why’d you have to 
go and kiss that lady? 

PG: Lady? You mean Chyna? I 
don’t know. I guess she was just 
standin’ there lookin’ all pretty and I 
figured I'd do it. Heck, I gave her a 
nice, big, wet sloppy one! 
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“We gotta get down to business every 
night. We can’t be dancing and talking to 
the fans no more. We gotta think about 
winning matches and that’s it.” 
—Henry Godwinn 


HG: Yeah, and you lost the match. 

PG: But I got a kiss! 

HG: Who cares if you got a kiss? 
You were in there to wrestle, not have 
a date with some ol’ lady who’s tied 
up with Helmsley, anyway. What you 
do that for? 

PG: I told you, she was pretty and 
she was there. 

HG: You know, Phineas, that’s the 
whole problem these days. You can't 
take nothin’ serious. 

PG: Hey, since when are you Mr. 
Straight Face? 

HG: Since you know when. Since 
my accident. We been through this. 
You gotta realize, Phineas, life is 
short. 

PG: I do realize that, cousin. 
That’s why I still want to have some 
fun. Heck, like you said, life is short, 
so drink it up! You tell me we gotta 
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be meaner if we’re gonna win them 
title belts back, and I been doin’ like 


you say, but sometimes I miss bein’ 


around the fans and dancing with 
them. 

HG: Don’t you wanna accomplish 
anything? 

PG: Accomplish anything? What's 
that got to do with it? I accomplished 
plenty. We were the WWE tag team 
champions before. We're wrestling 
for the biggest wrestling organization 
in the world. 

HG: And you think we're still 
gonna be gettin’ big matches if we 
keep havin’ fun and losin’ the way we 
have? What I’m saying is, Phineas, 
we gotta get down to business every 
night. We can’t be dancing and talk- 
ing to the fans no more. We gotta 
think about winning matches and 
that’s it. 


PG: | think about that all the time. 

HG: But I still believe you're 
thinkin’ about kissing girls. 

PG: And lookin’ at ’em, too. You 
forgot. 

HG: No, I didn’t forget nothin’. I 
remembered that time with that girl 
Sunny ... 

PG: We still on that? 

HG: Yeah, we’re still on that, 
‘cause you ain’t got past it yet. You 
had to stare at her buns and we end 
up losin’ the tag team title because 
of it. 

PG: She’s mean, but she is real 
pretty. 

HG: You think a lot a girls are 
pretty, Phineas. You just gotta learn to 
control yourself and keep your mind 
on your business when you’re in the 
ring. I’m still afraid you’re not seein’ 
things my way. 

PG: Well ... 

HG: Well, nothing. That's all there 
is to it. 

PG: You know somethin’, cousin? 
You ain’t much fun anymore. 

HG: Ain’t much fun? No, | ain't 
much fun when we lose a match and 
you’re actin’ like we just won the 
Indy 500 or somethin’. 

PG: We wouldn’t have got this far 
without the fans. 

HG: Yeah, I agree, they pay their 
money and pay our salaries, but 
there’s more to it than that. You think 
they’re gonna like us if we don’t start 
winning? : 

PG: | think they'd still like us now 
if we were nice to them. 

HG: No, the fans like winners, 
Phineas, and we didn’t win enough 
matches when they loved us. 

PG: Oh, so it’s all my fault? 

HG: No, but we gotta get down to 
some serious business. It’s time. 

PG: Okay, cousin, I guess we 
gotta do things your way, but I still 
don’t like it. Deep down inside, I get 
real sad when I hear them people 
booing me. I know you Say it 
doesn’t matter, but it makes me feel 
bad. 

HG: If you don’t see things my 
way, we're gonna end up diggin’ 
ditches or milkin’ cows real soon, I 
can tell you that. Oj 
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Did you ever wonder how YOU 





could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? | 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 
Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
fo enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWF! You are | 
advised what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are — | 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 
* Details over 50 diferent jobs possible in pro wrestling 

| * Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 


schools ¢ Tels you where to order boots, 
tights, etc, in U.S. and UK. » Charge i! 
New Chapter all about the NWO! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU | 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 
Price of book is only $15, including postage! 
Add $5 s/h outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 
PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2460-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste. 256« Atlanta, GA 30329 
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watch him drop from the ceiling 
only to stand there with his bat 
and not wrestle? 

Okay, so both the fans and 
WCW hurt Sting by thinking he 
was a member of the NWO. That 
was months ago, and even my 
Kids don’t hold grudges that long. 
Sting needs to stop sulking and 
only half-heartedly fending off the 
NWO. He needs to get back in the 
ring, speak his mind, and beat the 
pulp out of “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan. Otherwise, his popularity 
will start dropping faster than he 


/ does when he comes down from 


| the ceiling. 
KAREN BEARSLEY 
Palo Alto, CA 
OFF THEIR PEDESTAL 


Instead of wasting their time 
paging through magazines, Rick 
and Scott Steiner should spend 
more time honing their skills so 
they can take the World tag team 
straps from Scott Hall and Kevin 
Nash (“The Steiners Rip The Lid 
Off INSIDE WRESTLING! ‘You Guys 
Blew It!” August 1997). It seems 
as if they are quick to complain 
that their short-lived title reign 
wasnt recognized by this maga- 
zine, but they forget that the title 
reign was declared invalid by then- 
WCW Senior Vice President Eric 
Bischoff. Their protest was legiti- 


| mate, but what have they done 


recently to try to get the belts back? 
By now, if they were truly the best 
team in WCW, they could have 
somehow won them. 

There was a time not too long 
ago when | considered the 
Steiners the top tag team in the 
world. Now I’m not so sure. They 
must win the World tag team belts 
before | put them back up ona 


| pedestal. 


ERIN CALLOWAY 
St. Louis, MO 





TRIBUTE TO A LEGEND 

| find it amazing that Eddie 
Gilbert has inspired such great 
tributes since his untimely death in 
1995 (“Eddie Woulda Loved It!” 
August 1997). He was always a 
favorite of mine, and | find it heart- 
ening that his memory lives on in 
what he loved most: violent, 
bloody matches. With all of today’s 
fans yearning for more blood and 
gore, | just smile to myself and 
think back to Eddie every time | 
see a bloody face in a magazine. 
Eddie may not have invented what 
we know as hardcore wrestling, 
but he was definitely a pioneer. 

| hope these tribute shows keep 
occurring every year and that 
Eddie’s legacy won’t be forgotten. 
That way the younger fans won’t 
think that the ultraviolent style that - 
permeates wrestling today only 
Started with ECW. 

DANIEL HERMAN 

Roanoke, VA] 





Eddie Gilbert sprays Tracey Smothers 
with a fire extinguisher during a November 
1994 match. Reader Daniel Herman is glad 
to see certain federations still paying trib- 
ute to “Hot Stuff,” who died in 1995. 
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LEX LUGER can’t get a shot at the WCW 
World title, but who’s to blame for this? 
HULK HOGAN? Maybe. But could 
J.J. DILLON also be conspiring against 
Lex? Is it possible he has held a grudge 
against him for 10 years? ... The feud 
between BRET HART and SHAWN 
MICHAELS went too far for our tastes when 
the two men got into a brawl inside a 
dressing room. We say it’s time the WWF 
forced them to wrestle each other—or 
dumped them both! ... We know TOMMY 
DREAMER hates RAVEN, but what was he 
thinking when he risked it all to send him to 
WCW two months early? 


All this—and much more!— 


in the November 1997 issue of 
The Wrestler 
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Collector's Edition Magazine Within A Magazine! | 
~. ~ - YOOR 1997 GUIDE 10 INDEPEADENT WRESTLING! 





J.J. DILLON would probably love to strip 
HULK HOGAN of the WCW World title 
right now, but he’s not sure if it would be 
the right thing to do. So he’s leaving the 
decision up to you, the fans. Vote today! 
... JERRY LAWLER, ROB VAN DAM, 
and SABU are doing pretty well in their 

war with the rest of ECW, but our 
investigation has concluded that there is 
a high-level ECW player in on this 
conspiracy ... Have you been to a good 
independent card recently? There are 
plenty out there, and you won't want 
to miss our 1997 guide to the 
independents! 


All this—and much more!— 
in the Fall 1997 issue of 
Wrestle America 





victory and pointed out that, at four 
days, it was the shortest retire- 
ment on record. 

“Contracts, honey,” Madusa 
said, looking considerably sur- 
prised and perturbed to see me. 
“Stipulations are stipulations. 
Contracts are legal. | wasn’t going 
to start messing around with the 
German legal system.” 

“SO you're retired?” | asked. 

“Yes, in the United States. In 
Germany, I’m retired when this 
tour is over. By the way, what are 
you doing in Germany?” 

“| came to see if you were really 
wrestling,” 

“Are you kidding?” she said. “All 
you had to do was pick up the 
phone. | would've told you.” 


1$ MAKE BIG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING S 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was writen for you!! 
\j Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
} KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
| career in this exciting business, GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
|} money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
f watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses: 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of | 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE, 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
|] publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 


Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188C 
MANTUA, NJ 0805! 
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lt turned out that 
coming to Germany 
wasn't such a bad 
idea. Since my only 
assignment was to 
check on Madusa, 
that left me with | 
three days to see 
the sights, try out the 
Germany cuisine, 
and drive through 
the countryside. | felt — 
special driving my 
rented Mercedes on 
Germany's _high- 
Speed highways, | 
until | realized that 
just about everyone 
else was driving a 
Mercedes. Two days 
after Hamburg, | was 
in Obenhausen, 
near Dusseldorf, for 
another WCW card = 
that also featured | 
Madusa against her 
long-time rival Luna | 
Vachon. 

“How do you think 
Akira Hokuto and 
sonny Ono would 
feel about you still wrestling?” | 
asked Madusa before the 
match. 

“Who cares?” Madusa said. 
“They wanna pay my legal fees? 
ll do what | have to do. Then I'll 
do what | promised I'd do, which is 
retire. I’m a woman of my word, 
but that doesn’t mean I’m through 
with that pair.” 

Once again, Madusa’s injured 
knee looked fairly stable and she 
wrestled with verve in pinning 
Vachon for the second straight 
time. | mentioned to Madusa 
after the card that she didn’t look 
like a woman who was ready to 
retire. 

“You rubbing it in, Dave?” Ma- 
dusa said. “Well, I’m not, but | 


| Madusa wrestled courageously against Akira Hokuto 
numerous times, but she couldn't figure out a way to 
beat her, not even with her career on the line. At least 
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have to. But who knows? Things 
sometimes work themselves out.” 

They were working out fine for 
me as | walked a few blocks to my 
hotel and settled in for a short 
night's sleep before catching my 
flight the next morning. Somehow, 
this working road trip was refresh- 
ing, unlike my trips to Tokyo and 
Atlanta the month before. Ma- 
dusa’s excuses for wrestling made 
perfect sense, and it was nice to 
watch this outstanding female ath- 
lete, still in her prime, wrestle for 
what might have been the last 
time. 

Athletes don’t always go out at 
the top of their games. Maybe this 
was a good thing for Madusa ... 
and the rest of us. ‘a 


INSIDE WRESTLING 





i Mb he 2 


Japan’s Riki Choshu (shown against Tiger Jeet Singh) will wrestle his final match 


Behind the Door 
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on January 4, 1998 ... unless, of course, he remembers he has commitments in 


Germany after that. 


female wrestler, but here’s what I'll 
always remember best about her. 
One night, she was wrestling in a 
high school gym near New Haven, 
Connecticut. | walked into the 
locker room hoping to do an inter- 
view. Madusa was undressed. 
Stark naked. 

“Poor boy,” Madusa sighed. 

That's what I'll remember most 
about Madusa. Not that she was 
naked, but her reaction to me see- 
ing her naked, “Poor boy?” What 
did that mean? She wrapped a 
towel around her body and 
answered a few questions, but she 
never stopped smirking. 

That was also the night the two 
teenage girls who were Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express fans begged me to 
walk into the locker room and tell 
Robert Gibson and Rick Morton 
that they were outside waiting. 

“Do they know you?” | asked. 

“No,” they said. 

“Well, | can’t do that.” 

“Why not?” 

“I's unprofessional. | can’t pass 
along your messages.” 


INSIDE WRESTLING 


“What's unprofessional?” one of 
them asked. 

Another time in New Jersey, | 
walked in on Abdullah the Butcher 
getting dressed. That's a sight you 
simply do not want to see. When 


he noticed me, Abdullah grunted, 


lifted a flap of fat beneath his 
armpit, and rubbed on some 
deodorant. | walked out thinking, / 
didn’t know Abdullah cared about 
personal hygiene. 

| know one person who cared 
about personal hygiene: Dark 
Journey. | was taking photos at 
ringside one night in Philadelphia 
when Dark Journey was managing 
one of her wrestlers. The first thing 
| noticed was that she was more 
beautiful in person than she was 
on TV. The second thing | noticed 
was that she was wearing per- 
fume. To manage a wresiling 
match. 

Craig DeGeorge. Remember 
him? A bunch of years ago, he 
was a TV announcer in the WWF. 
He’s working in south Florida now 
as a sportscaster. 


Like | said, short attention span. 
Speaking of retirement, Japan's 
Riki Choshu announced his plans 
to wrestle his final match on 
January 4, 1998. Choshu decided 
he had won enough champi- 
onships in his illustrious career 
and hopes to become a trainer for 
New Japan after his final match. 
So far, there’s been nothing about 
whether Choshu plans on touring 
Germany after his retirement. 

Now here’s the really big news 
of recent months: ECW vs. USWA 
at the WWF’s Raw Is War. Un- 
believable. Never thought I’d see 
the day. This tells me one thing: 
Vince McMahon and the WWF are 
desperate. They're losing the rat- 
ings battle with WCW on Monday 
nights and are desperate to try 
anything, even geiting involved 
with lesser competition. You know 
what the old Vince McMahon 
would have said about this? He 
would’ve said, “What’s this ECW? 
What’s the USWA? Who cares 
about ECW and the USWA? 
Never heard of them.” 

But you know what? Even 
though | have a feeling this is 
going to be bad for the WWF, it’s 
good for the rest of us. Why? 
Three reasons. 

1. Who cares about the WWF's 
bank account? 

2. Interfederation matches are 
fun. 
3. Maybe the WWF will learn a 
lesson about being so damn self- 
righteous and short-sighted. 

By the way, | didn’t mean to 
make light of Stan Stasiak’s death. 
The former WWF World champion 
was one of the true giants of the 
sport, a fierce rulebreaker. He died 
of heart failure on June 19 and 
was only 60 at the time of his 
death. I'm sure even Bruno Sam- 
martino, one of his arch-rivals, will 
miss him. L_ 
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The trifecta of talent has a myriad 
possibilities. 

On one night, Jerry Lawler be- 
came the single most influential 
man in professional wrestling. 
Months earlier, he started the war, 
railing on ECW as a gathering of 
low-talent miscreants and has- 
beens. Even when he discovered 
that he stood alone with no support 
from other WWF wrestlers, 
he continued and even got 
more hostile toward ECW. 
That's guts. Period. | defy any | 
other wrestler to do what 
Lawler did. 

This is the Lawler that we 
all remember. This is the 
“King” who whooped Andy 
Kaufman and kicked Curt 
Hennig’s butt for the AWA - 
World title. This is the man 
who took it to Hulk Hogan and 
Randy Savage in their prime. 
Lawler once ruled the Mem- 
phis rings, not the stage at a 
comedy club’s amateur night. 

SO while Goldust talks 
about being Dustin Rhodes 
and Mankind talks about 
being Cactus Jack and Dude 
Love and Mick Foley, Jerry 
Lawler, without words, is rein- 
venting himself into a tough, 
no-nonsense wrestler. A far 
cry from the clownish oaf who | 
once sat helplessly in the ring 
as Bret Hart stuffed Lawler's 
own toes into his mouth after 
a “kiss my foot” match. And 
we don't need video vignettes 
this time. Lawler is a walking, | 
talking look into his past. 

Of course ever since he 
joined the WWF, Lawler has 
been accused of having a split 
personality. Good (for the 
most part) in the USWA. Bad 
in the WWF. He explained his 
actions by pledging his hatred 
for the WWF. But fans weren't 
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buying it and soon Lawler was a 
rulebreaker exclusively. Still, 
though, the dichotomy existed. 
Lawler was a leader in the USWA, 
a prankster in the WWF. ” 

While Lawler continues to do his 
share of comedic color commen- 
tary on WWF telecasts, | believe 
we'll soon be seeing more of the 
Lawler | saw invade ECW. | truly 





This is how Lawler looked on the night in May of 1988 when he beat Curt Hennig for the 
AWA World title. He was bloody and battered, but at the end of the evening, he was a 
champion. Maybe he’s been watching old tapes of himself. 


believe that we have seen the last 
of the wannabe standup comedian 
and we'll be seeing more of a gen- 
eral getting his troops prepared for 
all-out war. The clown has effec- 
tively been buried. The bravest 
man in wrestling has been reborn. 
| guess it’s safe to say it: “The 
King” is dead! Long live “The 
King”! ‘a 


ee 
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erased. WCW’s women’s division 
is all but dead. 

Now instead of being a leader, 
Madusa has been reduced to a 
sack of tears, blubbering over the 
loss of her career. Rumors are float- 
ing that she will likely become a 
manager yet again. Great. Now she 
can be a showpiece instead of the 
entire show. She can stand in the 
shadows instead of the spotlight. 

lt seems to me that Madusa has 
already done that. After winning 
titles in America and Japan, she 
retired from active competition and 
became a successful manager in 
The Dangerous Alliance. Her offi- 
cial title was Director of Covert 
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On Assignment 


(Continued from page 16) 





Operations, but let’s be honest 
about what her rea/ role was: She 
was there to look nice, interfere 
occasionally, and stand by (or 
behind) her man, the man in this 
case being Rick Rude. 

Not surprisingly, she got sick of 
that eventually, returned to active 
competition, and succeeded again. 

| can’t wait to again see her 
standing outside the ring shouting 
words of encouragement to 
whomever it is she wants to man- 
age. You can be sure more wo- 
men will follow her lead, too. Sure, 
we will still see some veteran ath- 
letes such as Bambi, Lelani Kai, 
Debbie Combs, and Candi Devine 


mixing it up once in a while on the 
independent circuit, but mostly we 
will see women serving only as 
window dressing to their male 
counterparts. 

In spite of everything that has 
happened, | will give WCW credit 
for trying more than any promotion 
in recent memory to make a 
women’s division work. It even 
tried to create a second division of 
cruiserweights, implying that other 
women wrestled as heavy- 
weights? Yikes! But it wasn’t near- 
ly enough. 

Years ago, when the LPWA 
folded, | viewed it as a telling sign 
of the future of women’s wrestling. 
Madusa’s forced retirement will 
have more of an impact that one 
all-women organization going 
under did. 

In spite of half-hearted promo- 
tional efforts and lukewarm fan 
response, Madusa should have 
hung in there a while longer. She’s 
done it before. She could have 
done it again. Instead, she risked 
everything on one match. No mat- 
ter how much she wails and gnash- 
es her teeth, she must take some 
responsibility for putting an entire 
division on life support. 

Maybe ECW will be the next 
promotion to try a women’s divi- 
sion. Beulah McGillicutty and 
Francine may be only valets, but 
they’ve been involved in some 
mixed matches. They do their best 
to beat up men. Heck, Beulah even 
executed a moonsault once. But 


_ this is unlikely. 


The sad reality of the situation is 
that women’s wrestling as we know 
it in this country may be dead. 
Long live Debra McMichael! Long 
live Sable! Long live Sunny! 

Oh, and thanks, Madusa. 
Thanks for nothing. Now go take 
your place in history. That, | sup- 
pose, will be behind a man. ‘a 
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February 1976: The Night Andre The Giant 


Hod To Be Saved From Ernie Ladd. Also: Robert 
Fuller, Vicki Willioms, Pot Barrett, Nelson Royal, C. 
Tolos & Kent, El Gran Markus, Bobo Brazil, Moondog | 


Moyne, Chief Jay Strongbow, Mark Lewin, Crusher & 
Bruiser, 

February 1979: Inside Wrestling Blows The 
Lid Off ... Race & Bockwinkel’s Plot To 


Destroy Bob Backlund! Also: Ernie Ladd, Bruno | 


Sommartino, Rick Steanthoot, Mr, Wrestling II. 
October 1977: Andre & Strongbow: Only Their 
Greatness Con Conquer The Demons. Also: 
Blackjack Mulligan, Ivan Putski, Jack Brisco, Bob 
Backlund, Dusty Rhodes, 

Jonuary 1981: Race vs. Backlund: Did The 
WWF Trick Harley Race? Also: Pedro Morales, 
Snuka & Stevens, Strongbow-Sheik, Dick Slater. 

April 1981: Bruno Sammartino Jr. Confesses: 
“It’s Hell Carrying The Nome Of My Father.” 
Also: Bugsy McGraw, Copt. Lou Albano, Mongolian 
Stomper, Floir-Race. 

March 1982: Backlund-Valentine Death 
Match: The WWF Title Is Back Where {It 
Belongs. Also: Austin Idol, Spoiler, Tommy Rich, 
Brisco-DiBiase. 

April 1982: “Only Dusty Rhodes Con Save The 
AWA From Nick Bockwinkel,” By Verne 
Gagne, Also: David Von Erich, Blackjocks, Masked 
Superstar & Super Destroyer, Andre-Khon. 

Moy 1982: Adrion Adonis: “I Con Beat Bob 
Backlund ... | Just Can't Beat The System!” 
Also: Dusty Rhodes, Flair & Mr. Wrestling Il, D. Yon 
Erich-M. Graham, Hogan-Blackwell. 

June 1982: Blackjack Mulligan Jr.’s Tragic 
Story: “| Have No Father ... | Have No 
Friends!” also: Sgt. Sloughter, Morales-Volentine, 
Montreal, Super Destroyer & Masked Superstar. 
August 1982: Is Andre The Giant Getting Too 
Big For Wrestling? Also: Nick Bockwinkel, Mil 
Mascaras, Backlund-Mulligan Sr., Studd-Super 
Destroyer. 

October 1982: Roddy Piper: “I Don’t Have To 
Cheat To Defeat Tommy Rich.” Also: James J. 
Dillon, Andre-Mulligan Sr. Pat Patterson, Magnificent 
Muraco. 

December 1982: Andre vs. Mulligan: The Giant 
Is Mightier Than The Claw. Also: Grond Wizord, 
Jerry Lowler, Rich-Heenan, Jack Brisco, 

February 1983: Rhodes vs. Funk: The Bloody 
Horror Of A Barbed Wire Fence Match. Also Ted 
Dibiuse, Andre-Orton Jr., Hogan & Patera, Floir- 
Hansen. 

June 1983: Bob Backlund vs. John Studd: The 
Untold Story Behind Studd’s Raw Deal. Also: 
Jim Garvin, Bockwinkel-Lawler, Bob Orton Jr. 
August 1984; Junkyard Dog Joins Jim 
Valiant’s Boogie Woogie Brigade. Also: Steve 0- 
Zbyszko, Magnum-Wrestling Il, Austin Idol, Sugar- 
Spoiler, 

October 1984: Collision Of The Florida 
Musclemen: Can Billy Jack Squeeze Superstar 
Grohom Out Of Wrestling? Also: Rood Warriors, 
Floir-Steomboat, Eddie Gilbert, Orndorff & Shultz-Atles 
& Johnson. 

November 1984: Dusty Rhodes: Champion Of 
Champions ... And Still The Lord Of The Ring. 
Also: Rich-Gilbert, Gino Hernandez, Road Warriors, 
JYD-Reed. 


December 1984: How Hulkamonio Trampled | 
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Big John Studd. Also: Rood Warriors, Magnum T.A., | 


Wahoo McDaniel, Sullivan-Rhodes, 

March 1985: He's Bock And Better Than Ever: 
Backlund-A-Manio ls Sweeping The Nation! 
Miso: Koloffs, Billy Jack, Von Erichs-Devastation Inc. 
September 1985: A Psychologist Examines 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper! Is He As Crazy As You 
Think He Is? Also: Magnum-Bicnchord, Fontastics, 
Ric Flair, Gagne & Sammartino. 


January 1986: Rick Steamboat vs. | 


Magnificent Muraco: The Volcano Rumbles. 
Also: Warriors & Ellering, Mike Yon Erich, Jake 


| Roberts, Koloff & Khrushchev-Rock ‘n' Rolls, 


March 1986: Barry Windham & Mike 
Rotundo: Will Their Reunion Spell Disaster For 


Kendall Windham’? Also: Studd-Hillbilly, Rick Rude, | 


| Jerry Lowler, Russians-Road Warriors. 


September 1986: Dusty Rhodes & Magnum 


| T.A.: America’s Team ts Not Out For Glory ... 
| lé’s Out For Revenge! Also: Andre-Hogan, Chris 


Adams, Borry Windham, Seott Hall. 

October 1986: The NWA Championship Sinks 
To A New Low: Ric Flair Needs 10 Thugs To 
Defeat Lex Luger! Also: Roud Warriors, Randy 
Savege, Verne Gagne, Fantostics-Sheepherders. 
December 1986: Rock ‘n’ Roll Revival: Morton 
And Gibson Regain The NWA World Tog Title! 
Also: Lex Luger, Hogan-Adonis, Hall-DeBsers, Baby 
Doll. 


February 1987: Hogan, Piper, Orndorff: The 
WWF's Hate Triangle. Also: Terry Taylor, Ric Flair, 
Midnight Rockers, Kevin Yon Erich. 

March 1987: Happy Anniversary, Hulk Hogan! 
The WWF Champion Celebrates Three Years At 
The Top. Also: Ric Floir, Missy-Gilbert, Lex Luger, 
Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987: Steamboat & Windham: Manny 
Happy Returns! Also: Poul Ellering, Hacksaw 
Duggan, prospects. 


May 1987: Barry Windham’s Warning To Lex | 


Luger: “Keep Away From The Four 


Horsemen.” Also: Steamboat-Savage, Hogan-Andre, 


Freebirds & Sunshine, Williams-OMG, Midnight 
Rockers. 

July 1987: Exclusive Ringside Reports: 
WrestleMania Ill Makes History! Also: Midnight 
Rockers, Mike Rotundo, Danny Davis, Ted DiBinse. 
September 1987: Hulk Hogan Defeats Horley 
Race: How Fate Took The Greatness Out Of 
This Violent Feud. Also: New Breed-R&R Express, 
Rich & Idol, Honky Tonk Man, Eddie Gilbert. 


| October 1987: The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express Win 


Their Fourth NWA Title: Also: Hogan-Bigelow, 
Rhodes-Blanchard, scaffold, Kevin Sullivan. 


| November 1987: Special Fan Poll: Should Mr. 


T Be Allowed To Referee? Also: Wor Gomes, 
Bulldogs, Condrey & Rose, Dusty Rhodes. 

December 1987; Rhodes Challenges Luger: 
Will Dusty’s U.S. Title Hopes Split The 
Superpowers? Also: Hayes-Bubba, Magnum T.A., 
Rondy Savoge, Al Perez, 

Jonvary 1988: Is Hulk Hogan Bored With The 
WWF Title? Also: R&Rs-Horsemen, Flair-R. Garvin, 
Adrion Adonis, Steve Williams, 

February 1988: A Special Analysis By Jesse 
Ventura: Randy Savage Has Wimped Out! Also: 
Sting, R&Rs-Blonthord & Anderson, Kevin Von Erich, 
Dongerously-Lowier-Dundee. 

March 1988; Bam Bom Bigelow: Wrestling’s 
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Most Dangerous Man. Also: Adoms-Perez, Nikita 
Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 

Moy 1988: Million-Dollar Middleman: The 
Future Of The WWF Is In Ted DiBinse’s Hands. 


| Also: Zhyszko & Baby Doll, Road Warriors-Konga & 


Warlord, Fritz Yon Erich, Rockers-Express, 

June 1988: The Noble Savage: How Beauty 
Killed The Beast Within “The Macho Man.” 
Also: Warriors-Warlord & Barborion, R&R Express, 
Baby Doll, G. Gagne-Hennig. 

August 1988: What Randy Savage Must Do 
To Escape The Shadow Of Hulk Hogan. Also: 
Hyott-Gilbert, Sting, Michael Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988: Preview & Analysis: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks. Also: Horsemen, 
Jerry Lowier, Warlord & Barbarian, Dangerously- 


| Gilbert, Beefcoke-Honky Tonk. 


November 1988: Dusty Rhodes vs. Barry 
Windham: The Night The Teacher Learned A 
Lesson. Also: Kerry-Lowler, Lex Luger, Muraco- 
Volentine, Freebirds. 

December 1988: Exclusive “Hotseat” 
Interview: Roddy Piper—Will He Ever Be 
Back? Also: Powers of Pain, Ultimate Worrior, Ric 


| Flair, Bambi-Mystic, Kevin Von Erich, 


February 1989: Tully & Arn Will Foil Under 
Bobby Heenan! A Special Analysis By J.J. 
Dillon. Also: Hogan-Bossman, Sgt. Slaughter, Lawler- 


| Inside Wrestling, Davis-Woyne. 
| July 1989: Megapowers II? It’s Time For 


Ultimate Warrior And Sting To Reunite! Also: 
Kerry Von Erich, Sovage & Hort, Barry Windham, 
Demolition-Powers of Pain, ex-NWA stars. 

August 1989: Your Ballots Are In: Hulkomania 


Rules! Also: Tanaka & Diamond, Rick Steamboat, | 


Bigelow-Rhodes, Rick Rude, Jim Cornette. 
September 1989: Savage Is Shamed By 
Hogon—Only Elizabeth Con Save Him Now. 
Also: Lex Luger, Mil Mascaras, Dusty Rhodes, 
Bushwhackers, Skandor Akbar. 

October 1989: Dusty Rhodes’ WWF Hit List, 
Also: Holl-Pillman-Vicious, Curt Hennig, Warriors, Terry 
Gordy, Kevin Von Erich, 

November 1989: Please, Elizabeth—Don’t 
Wrestle Sherri! Also: Mil Mascores, Dangerously 
Cornette, Sting-T. Funk, Lex Luger, Jake Roberts. 

ber 1989: The Dusty Road Is Paved With 
Gold: The American Dream Lives On! Also: Ric 
Flair, Hogan-Zeus, Embry-Chu-hi, Lex Luger, Larry 
Zbyszko. 

January 1990 Why Sting’s Friendship Is 
Tearing Ric Flair Apart. Also: Morton & Gibson, Hulk 
Hogan, Sting-Floir, Roberts-DiBiose, Lawler-Embry. 
February 1990: Sex Symbol Showdown: 
Rude’s Out ... Piper’s In ... And The Fans 
Love [il Also: Worriors-Skyscrapers, Jimmy Snuko, 
Tom Zenk, Destruction Crew, Kerry Von Erich. 

March 1990 (Special Issue): The ‘80s: A 
Rousing Review Of A Dynamic Decade. Also: 
Bobby Heenan, Ric Flair, Pau! Orndorff. 

April 1990: Starrcade ‘89: Night Of The Iron 
Men. Also: Worrior-Hogon, Dustin Rhodes, Buzz 
Sawyer, WWF shuffle. 

May 1990: WrestleMania VI Main Event: Hulk 
Hogan vs. Ultimate Warrior: Exclusive 
Preview & Analysis. Also: Jerry Lowler, Al Perez, 
Lex Luger, Womon, LPWA. 

June 1990: Tragedy Strikes Sting! How You 
Can Help Speed His Recovery. Also: Sailo- 
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Zhyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate Warrior, Jeff Jarrett. 
July 1990: Our Urgent Plea To Hulk Hogan & 
Ultimate Warrior: Team Up And Eliminate 
These Men. Ako: Steiners, Sting, Earthquake, Kokina 
Moximus, Tessa. 

August 1990: The Experts Agree: Lex Luger 
Has Made Ric Flair A Broken Man: Also: Hulk 
Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, Pillman & Zenk, Terry 
Toylor, Jerry Lowler. 

September 1990: Fighting Fire With Fire: The 
Awesome Foursome—Committed To 
Destroying The Horsemen. Also: Hulk Hogan, 
Hacksaw Duggan, JYD, Adams-Jeannie, Midnight 
Express, 

October 1990: Sting: “I Feel Like I’ve 
Conquered The World!” Also: Legion of Doom, 


| Bushwhockers, El Gigante, Mike Rotundo, Juice Patrol. 


November 1990: Ric Flair & Hulk Hogan: A 


Tole Of Two Ex-Champions. Also: Sid Vicious, Sgt. 


Sloughter, Jeannie-Toni, Mr. Fuji & Orient Express. 
December 1990: Halloween Havoc Horror! 
Why Sting Is Spooked By Sid Vicious. Also: Hulk 
Hogan, Kerry Von Erich, Jim Cornette, Lorry Zhyszko. 


January 1991: Warning To The Ultimate 


Warti.r: The Legion Of Doom Will Lead You 
Tom Destruction. Also: Poul £ Dangerously, Chris 
Adoms, Steiners, Lawler-T. Funk. 

February 1991: Our Plan For The “Hulkster” 
To Regain The WWE World Belt, Also: Terry 
Taylor, Rick Mariel, Sting & Simmons, all-annoying, 
Ston Hansen, 

March 1991: The Earthquake Feud Rumbles 
On: Will Hulk Hogan Be The Victim Of His 
Own Deadly Obsession? Also: Roberts-Martel, 
Sting-Hansen, Keirn-Perez, Barry Windham. 

April 1991: The Steiners: They’s Be 
Wresiling’s Greatest Tag Team, But ... Also: 
Eddie Gilbert, Flair-Sting, Steiners, Roddy Piper, Larry 
Tbyszko, Sgt. Slaughter. 

May 1991: Savage vs. Warrior: The Bloodlust 


Of Ex-Champions. Also: Steiners, Sting, Virgil, D. 
Sammartino-I. Koloff. 


June 1991: Steiners, LOD: Tog Team Thunder. 
Also: Steve Williams, Nikita Koloff, |-C belt, Dundes, 
Arn Anderson. 

July 1991: Hogan’s Burning Mod! Beating 
Slaughter For The Title Was Not Enough. Also: 
Virgil, Nostys, Steiners, Dan Spivey, Terry Funk. 
August 1991: Are The Steiners Getting Too 
Cocky For Their Own Good? Also: Jerry Lowler, 
Rick Steamboat, Worrior-Undertaker, Dustin Rhodes. 
Floir-Windham. 

September 1991: Justice Is In The WWF ... 
And Hogan's In The Biggest Trouble Of His 
Life! Also: Missy-Paul E., Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, 
Stevie Ray, Diamond Exchange. 

October 1991: Exclusive Preview & Analysis: 
SummerSlam ‘91, Also: Savage & Liz, Hogan & 
Warrior, Leg Luger, Sontana-Atlas, Steve Williams, 
Studd-Zenk. 

November 1991: Our Investigation Reveals 
-» The Truth Behind The Hogan-Savage 
Connection. Also: Lex Luger, Ric Flair, Wor Games, 
Mounties, foreign objects. 

December 1991: A Night To Remember: 
SummerSlam Provides Heat For The Cold 
Months Ahead. Also: Alexandra York, Simmons- 
Luger, Lone & Cornette, Leatherface. 


| January 1992: Inside Wrestling Reveals: 


Sting’s Memo From A Maniac! Also: Freebirds, 
Blackhearls, Bret Hart, Dusty Rhodes, Mike Rotundo. 
February 1992: A Reign Of Pain: Lex Luger— 
The Agony Of A World Champion. Also: Bret 
Hart, Patriot, Rick Rude, Enforcers, Thesz & Rogers. 
March 1992: Who's Winning The Hogan-Flair 
Wars? Also: Steiners, Survivor Series, Enforcers- 
Rhodes & Steamboat, Johnny B, Badd. 

May 1992: Worl WrestleMania Will Be Sid And 
Hulk’s Battleground, Also: Jushin Liger, Eddie Gilbert, 
Repo Mon, Austin-Blossom, Tri-State & UWF, 

June 1992: Sting: A New Champion, A New 
Era. Also: Hulk Hogan, Horley Roce, Marcus Bagwell, 
Tony Atlas, IRS & DiBiose. 

July 1992: Is Regaining The WWF Title An 
Impossible Undertaking? Also: Sherri & Shawn, Big 
Van Vader, Gordy & Williams, Kamala, Joe Savoldi. 
August 1992: The Closer Flair Gets ... The 
More Savage “Macho Man” Becomes. Also: 
Jock-Bodd, Brian Christopher, LOD & Ellering, Taylor & 
Valentine, Dusty Wolfe. 

September 1992: Hulk Hogan's “Retirement”: 
Why The WWE Will Never Let Him Rest In 
Peace, Also: War Games, Big Yon Vader, Kamala, 
Marty Jonnetty, U.K. 

October 1992: SummerSlam ‘92: Exclusive 


Preview & Analysis. Aliso: 5. Steiner-Muto, Ron 


Simmons, Eddie Gilbert, Eric Embry. 


November 1992: The Great American Crash: 
Vader Crushes Sting For The WCW World | 


Title. Also: Ric Flair, Ultimate Warrior, Madusa, 
Warlord & Barbarian-Bushwhackers, fop rope rule. 


December 1992: Hey, Ric Flair: Stop Whining | 


And Start Winning. Also: Razor Ramon, Heavenly 
Bodies, Jeff Jarrett, Windham & 0). Rhodes, NWA title. 
Janvary 1993 (Special Edition): 80,355 Fans 
Can’t Be Wrong: This Was The Greatest 
SummerSlam Ever! Also: WWF-USWA, LOD, Sting- 
Simmons, Bret-Shango, Rude-Dustin. 

March 1993: Who Controls The Balance Of 
Power In The WWF? Also: Shawn Michaels, Nikita 
Koloff, Windham-Dustin, Survivor Series, Rod Price. 
April 1993: New Blood! The Wrestlers Who 
Could Revitalize The WWF In “93. Plus: Z-Man & 
Gunn, Sting-Voder, Dangerous Alliance, Ric Flair. 

May 1993: Exdusive WrestleMania IX Match 
Analysis. Also: Andre the Giont, Pillmon & Austin, 
Great Muto, Headshrinkers-Steiners, 2 Cold Scorpio. 
July 1993: Davey Boy Smith Dogs Big Van 
Vader: Could Bret Hart Be Next? Plus: Dino 
Bravo, Giant Gonzales, Razor Ramon, Arn Anderson, 
Dustin-Coctus-Rude, Totanko. 

August 1993: Hulk Hogan vs. Yokozuna: The 
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 “Hulkster” Faces His Biggest Challenge Ever! | 


Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Maxx Payne, Sid Vicious, Cactus: 
Voder, Bret Hari. 

November 1993: Flair (“I'm The Man Again!) 
vs. Rude ("You Mean You Were The Mon,”): 
Plus: Heavenly Bodies, Morty Jannetty, Rude-Flair, 
Hulk Hogan, Vader & Vicious, Lex Luger. 

December 1993: “The Next Hulk Hogan”: 
Why Lex Luger Will Succeed Where Warrior 
And Savage Failed. Plus: Tammy Fytch, Steve 
Austin, Yokozuna, Sting & Flair, Tito Santana, Luna 
Vachon. 

January 1994 (Special Issue): Wrestling’s 
Seasonal Spectaculars! WWF's SummerSlam, 
WCW's Fall Brawl. Plus: Rick Martel, Missy Hyatt, 
Razor-Schyster, Steven Regal, Orndorif-Floir, 
Moscaras-Liger. 

February 1994: Our Holiday Wish List For 
1994, Plus: Hogan-Savage-Bret, Hacksaw Duggan, 


| Doinks, Hollywood Blonds, Steven Regal, 
| March 1994: Inside Wrestling Predicts: 


What's In Store For “94: Plus: Nostys & Missy, 
Col. Parker, Ludvig Borgo, chairs, Survivor Series, 
Diesel-Michoels. 

April 1994 (Special Issue): The Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Lex 
Luger, Storreade, Yoko-Fuji, Ric Flair, Curt Hennig, 
Funk-Sobu, 

May 1994: Lex Luger & Bret Hart; Their 
Greatest Triumphs, Their Gravest Tragedies, 
Also: Floir-Rude, Rick Morton, Heenon-Bockwinkel, 
Brian Christopher, Yoko-Boager. 

June 1994: Wake Up, Rick Steamboat: Ric 
Flair Is Still “Stick” Ric! Also: Jimmy Snuka, Tony 
Anthony, IRS, Bruise Brothers, Alundra Blayze, 
Freebirds. 

July 1994 (Special Issue): A Look Into 
Wrestling’s Future: You Won't Believe What 
You'll See! Also: Ron Simmons, Sting, Earlhquake- 
Booger, Bob Armstrong, Diesel: 

August 1994: 10 Years After Rock ‘n’ 
Wrestling: It’s Time For Roddy To Get Rowdy 
Again! Also: Hulk Hogan, 911, Freebirds, rulebreak- 
ers, Cornette & Bodies, Bushwhackers. 

September 1994; The Resurrection Of The 
Undertaker. Also: Nostys-Coctus & Moxy, Floir- 
Steamboat, Nikolai Volkoff, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Luna Vachon. 
October 1994 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Doink, Voder-Race, Mabel, Dory Funk 
Jr., Owen-Bret, Holl of Fame. 

December 1994: Hogan In Paradise ... And Ric 
Flair Feels The Thunder. Also: Bret-Owen, Rottens, 
Coctus, AAA midgets, Sparky Plugg, Donn E. Allen 





LC) 077 
7 JAN 81 
[_} APR 81 
Cl MAR 82 
[] APR 82 
[] MAY 82 
_} JUN 82 
(] AUG 82 
CF 00 82 
(_} DEC 82 
7 FEB 83 
(j JUN 83 
(] AUG 84 
[} OCT 84 
[_] NOV 84 
] DEC 84 
] MAR 85 


JUL 87 
(7) SEP 87 
[) OCT 87 
[-) NOV 87 
(_] DEC 87 
(7) JAN 88 
[) FEB 88 
[_] MAR 88 
) MAY 88 
] JUN 88 
[ JUL 88 
(] AUG 88 
) OCT 88 
[7] NOV 88 
C) NOV 88 
_] DEC 88 
[] FEB 89 
7 JUL 89 
f] AUG 89 
C1] SEP 89 
[] OCT 89 
C] NOV 89 


CJ JAN 90 
FEB 90 
(1 MAR 90 
(7) APR 90 
CI MAY 90 
Ci JUN 90 
(JUL 90 
7] AUG 90 
Cy SEP 90 
CL] OCT 90 
1) NOV 90 
(7 DEC 90 
C7 JAN 91 
(FEB 91 
(7 MAR 91 
(APR 91 
CO MAY 91 
JUN 91 
Lj JUL9) 
1 AUG 91 
Cy SEP 91 
2 0791 


C) DEC 91 
] JAN 92 
_] FEB 92 
[1 MAR 92 
[] MAY 92 
(1) JUN 92 
} JUL 92 
C1 AUG 92 
cy SEP 92 
C1] OCT 92 
() NOV 92 
C] DEC 9? 
C1] JAN 93 
[1 MAR 93 
C] APR 93 
[1 MAY 93 
] JUN 93 
(1 JUN 93 
] JUL93 
C] AUG 93 
) NOV 93 
1] DEC 93 


(7 JUN 94 
(J JUL 94 
AUG 94 
(7 SEP 94 
(7 NOV 94 
(7) DEC 94 
(1) FEB 95 
(] MAR 95 
(_] APR 95 
(] JUN 95 
[JUL 95 
C) AUG 95 
(7 SEP 95 
Cj 007 95 
(1 NOV 95 
(7) DEC95 
Cj JAN 96 
() FEB 96 


(-] APR 96 
—] MAY 96 
_] JUN 96 
] JUL 96 
| AUG 96 
} SEP 96 
C) 07 96 
7] NOV 96 
7} DEC %6 
_] HOL 96 
(| JAN 97 
[| FEB 97 
[7] MAR 97 
(| APR 97 
7] MAY 97 
—] JUN 97 
7) JUL 97 


February 1995: It’s Getting Ugly: Wrestling’ 
Losing Its Greatest Heroes. Also: Sting, Mcchon- 
Lawler, Coctus-Tommy, Womon, Brutus-Hogan, 
Volentine-Doink. 


| March 1995: Predictions 1995, Also: Nastys, 


Razor Romon, Tosmonioc, Kid-Mon O'-Wor, Pillmon & 
Hogan, 

April 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament! Also: Diesel, 
Voder-Austin, Lex Luger, Jerry Lowler, Johnny B. 
Badd, Al Snow. 

June 1995: The Beginning Of The End? Will 
Hulk Hogan Get Burned By Friendly Fire? Also: 


Steve Austin, Gongstos, Public Enemy, Bret-Owen, Jeff 


Jarrett. 

July 1995 (Special Issue): Wrestling Coolll! 
What's In—And Why—tIn The Mat Sport 
Today. Also: Savage & Sting, Alex Wright, Bruise 
Brothers, Dan Severn, Ivan Putski. 

August 1995: The Untold Truth: WrestleMania 
X—The Winners And Losers: Also: Johnny 8. 
Badd, Bam Bam Bigelow, Jahn Studd, Bubba-Sting. 
October 1995 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report, Also: Rondy Sovage, Bret & Cactus, Sting, 
Diesel, Hawk. 

November 1995: One Defense In Four 
Months?! Strip Hulk Hogan Of The Title— 
Now! Also: Alex Wright, Totanko, King of Ring, Chris 
Benoit, Bocklund-Clinton. 

December 1995: White With Fright, Green 
With Envy: Why The Undertaker Had To Bury 
Kama, Also: Voder-Hogan, Worrior-Renegade, 
Gongstas-PE, Waylon Mercy, Heavenly Bodies. 
January 1996; Our Holiday Wish List For 


1996! Also: Scott Norton, Sid Vicious, Psicosis- 


Misterio, Barry Horowitz, Sabu. 

February 1996: Wrestling’s Top Stors: What 
1996 Has In Store For Them! Also: Goldust, 
Sherti-Parker, Mikey Whipwreck, Smokin’ Gunns. 
March 1996: His Excellency! How Bret 
Masterminded Diesel’s Execution. Also: Jeff 
Jorrett, Giont, Jim Cornette, Survivor Series, Eddy 
Guerrero. 

April 1996 (Special Issue): The 1996 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Bret- 


Undertoker, Four Horsemen, British Bulldog, Randy | 


Savage, Sabu, 

May 1996: Ready ... Aim... Maim! The Sick 
Race To Cripple Shawn Michaels, Also: Shane 
Douglas, Arn Anderson, Jerry Lawler, Hogan-Flair. 
June 1996: Luger Or Hogan? If Sting Makes 


The Wrong Choice, He’s Through! Also: Road 
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July 1996 (Special Issue): Warrior: Why He'll 
Save The WWE; Why He'll Sink The WWF. 
Also: Top stors answer personal questions, Diesel- 
Hogan, Dallas Page, Bret Hort. 

August 1996: The Greening OF Wrestling: 
How Sting & Shown Will Become 
$50,000,000 Men! Also: Bodydonnas, Giant, 
Guerrera-Misterio, George Steele, Goldust & Marlena. 
September 1996: She’s No Boob! Sunny: More 
Than Just Sex Appeal. Also: Lawler-Jorreti, 911, 
Brian Pillman, Alex Wright, championship chaos. 
October 1996 (Special Issue): WCW Midyear 
Report. Also: Joke Roberts, Yokozuna, Gion!-Konnan, 
Ahmed Johnson, Chris Jericho, strutters. 

November 1996; The Steiners: Feasting On A 
Buffet Of Violence, Also: Shawn Michaels, Sabu- 
Douglas, King of Ring, Eddy Guerrero, truck stop 
ferror. 

December 1996: Three Women For Four 
Horsemen? The Hot Search For A Fourth Filly 
Has Begun! Also: Sunny & Gunns, Giont, Goldust, 
Cornette & Hort, Jerry Jarrett. 

Holiday 1996 (Special Issue): The Tombstone: 
Wrestling’s Deadliest Finisher. Also: 1997 calen- 
dor, “Psycho” Sid, Benoit-Misterio, Steiners-NWO, Pit 
Bull |, Jushin Liger. 

January 1997: Dreaming Of A Sunny 
Christmas ... Our Holiday Wish List For The 
Stars. Also: Michoels & Undertaker, Sting, Barry 
Windhom, Fooroog, NWO, 

February 1997: Trouble In Egoville: Is There 
An NWO Within The NWO? Also: Chris Candido, 
Bret-Shawn, Ric Flair, Joey Styles, Liger-Benoil. 
March 1997: Why Bret’s Execution Will Be 
Excellent By WrestleMania Also: Roddy Piper, 
Syxx, Survivor Series, Yeve Austin, talent scouts, 
April 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 Inside 
Wrestling Computer Tournament. Also: Helmsley- 


| Marlena-Sable, Nosty Boys, Flosh Funk, Toz, Rick 


Steiner. 

May 1997: Giont vs. Hogan; “Hey, Little 
Man, What Yo Gonna Do?” Also: Woman- 
Benoif-Sullivan, Shown-Bret, Undertaker, Scott Hall, 
Sobu. 

June 1997: Ahmed Johnson Reveals: “| 
Almost Joined The Nation Of Domination.” 
Plus: Mankind, Lex Luger, NWO, Davey Boy Smith, 
Jerry Graham. 

July 1997 (Special Issue): House Of Horrors! 


| Fourth World Title Change In "97... Can The 


Undertaker Restore Order? Plus: Stors answer 
personal questions, Steve McMichael, Road Warriors, 
Syxx, Sondman-Lori-Tyler. 
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RIG FLAIR- 
WRESTLING’S MOST 
VERSATILE CHA 


AF ITH A LAUGH that was 
cold and angry, Tommy 
Rich admitted, ‘He fooled us all. 
He came on like a spoiled kid 
who couldn t see past his image 
in the mirror. We figured he‘d 
gain some popularity as an 
oddball and then drop from 
sight. Instead, Flair is now NWA 
champion. Ric Flair is now 
champion. Ric Flair fooled usall.” 
Tommy Rich isn't’ the only 
wrestler kicking himself in his 
hindsight. The best wrestlers in 
the world have walked away from 
their title bouts against Flair 
stunned that he remains 
champion. After all, it takes 
courage, concentraton and 
intelligence to remain champion. 
That didn't sound like Flair. Butas 
they now admit, Flair managed to 
fool some of the people for a very 
long time. : 
“When he first won the title,” 
Bob Armstrong explains, ‘'l 
started licking my chops, tasting 
the title. | didn't think Flair would 
hold it for a week. Even after he 
was champ for months, | figured 
he was lucky. Hell, I've been a 
professional for decades and | 
know better to dismiss any 
success as luck. | should have 
known better. But he fooled me 
so completely that | couldnt see 
the obvious. Flair is obviously 
great. And he’s smart enough to 
hide his greatness so that even 
when you wrestle him, you have 
no idea why he's beating you. 
Flair isn't only a great wrestler, 









SO INSIDE WRESTLING 





He has proved many times that he is a consummate scientific 
wrestler, and that he can rise to the occasion against the 
most precise opponent. If need be, he can also match and 
surpass an opponent's brawling and rulebreaking tactics. 
NWA heavyweight champion Ric Flair can do it all 






; 7 : 

+ Pay: - 
a=. 

Ss at is 

Pe) ihe 

; {4 “> 
, Z ~ ‘ , 
te 
rf : ! 


a] 
* 





A 
73 


4 
aM 
= 
s 
“i 


INSIDE WRESTLING CLASSIC 
Ric Flair is not a champion 


right now, but he’s still a 
very versatile athlete. As 
versatile as he was 15 
years ago? Read this 
“Inside Wrestling Classic” 
from November 1982 and 
decide for yourself 





he’s a master of disguise.” 

More and more, top NWA 
challengers are grudgingly 
admitting that Flair may be one of 
the all-time. greats. Men who 
once dismissed him as a light- 
weight talent are more and more 
impressed with his champion- 
ship reign. Some even say the 
best is yet to come. 

“| know Ric Flair better than 
anyone,’ says long-time friend 
Rick Steamboat. “Do you know 
what they call guys who under- 
estimate Flair’s talent? They call 
‘em losers. A few weeks ago Flair 
wrestled Ted DiBiase in Texas. 
Most guys in Flair’s position 
would have been very nervous— 
after all, DiBiase’s style has just 
changed, he’s now into rule- 
breaking. Not only that, but Flair 
had been wrestling scientific 


Flair has challenger Ted DiBiase in an extremely precarious position as heisaboutto wrestlers exclusively for the past 
complete a suplex (above). The NWA champion springs off the middle rope to add = few weeks. 
force to an elbowsmash to the top of DiBiase’s head (top right). (Continued on page 62) 


INSIDE WRESTLING Go 


$13.95 For All Three’ 


We have extremely limited stock remaining 
on three issues from the series of nine “Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Super Color Special” 
poster magazines! Order now before sup- 
plies are completely exhausted! 


eSuper Color Special #1: 22" x 32” color 
poster of The Road Warriors ... Plus; Kevin 
Von Erich vs. Chris Adams (16" x 22" color) ... 
Hulk Hogan (11" x 16° color) ... Full-color 
Action Update. 


eSuper Color Special #3: 22" x 32" color 
poster of Kerry Von Erich ... Plus: Ric Flair 
(16° x 22" color) ... Roddy Piper (11" x 16" 
color) ... Full-color Action Update. 


eSuper Color Special #8: 22" x 32" color 
poster of Hulk Hogan vs. Paul Ordorff ... 
Plus: The Rockers (16" x 22" color) ... 
Magnum T.A. (11° x 16" color) .... Full-color 
Action Update. 


|) Yes! Please rush me the follow- 
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RIC FLAIR 


(Continued from page 61) 


“So just look at the situation. 
Flair’s wrestling a guy who may 
be either a rulebreaker or a 
scientific wrestler. Most other 
guys would tear their hair out in 
anxiety at all the unknowns in 
this match. Not Flair. He knows 
that whatever his opponent does, 
he can counter it. Scientific, 
rulebreaker, hero, or madman, it 
doesn't matter. Flair’s got what | 
like to call a championship head. 
He doesn't realize he can lose. 


And that’s why he doesn't. 

In the match against DiBiase, it 
was Flair who was constantly 
defending against rulebreaking 
tactics. DiBiase broke the rules 
almost from the opening bell. Yet 
Flair wrestled valiantly and 
successfully. Had he not been in 
perfect shape, he couldn't have 
withstood DiBiase’s onslaught. 
But it is becoming increasingly 
obvious that Flair’s greatest asset 
as champion is his great 


ing “PW/ Super Color Specials. "ash 
have enclosed $5 for each issue or! 
$13.95 for all three. Make check or ! 
money order payable to: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


_] Super Color Special #1 
_} Super Color Special #3 
_] Super Color Special #8 
_] Super Color Specials #1, #3, #8 


Name __ 
Address _ 
City 


. 
' 
eee ee eee ee eee ee ee ee | a 


State____ Zip. 

4 
$7 for orders outside U.S. ($16.95 for all} 
! three). International money order in U.S. funds! 
only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


-_ €0oO,r 20000 ave sess0! 





Flair has the ability to adapt to the style of his challenger. Tommy Rich releases an 
agonizing shout as his fingers are bent to the breaking point. 
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training regimen. 
“He pretends not to train,” 


Steamboat reveals, “but he 
really works twice as hard as 
anybody else. He’s probably the 
most athletically intelligent 
wrestler in the world. He knows 
more about different styles than 
anyone I've ever known. That's 
why no matter who wrestles 
against him, he can not only 
cope, he can conquer.” 

When told of the title of this 
article, Steamboat reflected fora 
moment, then added, ‘I'd agree 
he's versatile, both mentally and 
physically. There are some 
people who can _ instinctively 
adapt their bodies to any given 
Situation. Harley Race was such 
a champion, a physical genius. 
But Flair is both. He’s so 
prepared, he never leaves 
anything to instinct. In fact, | 
don't think he’s ever done 
anything instinctively in his life. 
He may go into a situation with 
100 possibilities, but each 
possibility has been thought out 
beforehand. The only time Ric 
will ever be in trouble is when he 
has to come up with possi- 
bility 101. 

“Ric is always thinking. Now, 
he'll deny it, but | bet he wasn't 
too heartbroken when he lost 
that title match to Tommy Rich, 


INSIDE WRESTLING 





Rick Steamboat uses his legs in an effort to defend against Flair's suplex (to 







p left), 


but the champion would have the strength to bring Steamboat over anyway. With Dick 
Slater dangling helplessly in the ropes, Flair rips at his opponent's nostrils (above). 


the one when Rich didn’t get the 
belt because he was a Substitute 


for Dusty Rhodes. Rich didn't: 


know a substitution meant he 
couldn't win the belt. Flair knew 
it. So he took chances he never 
would have taken if the belt was 
on the line. He lost the match, 
and everyone said that proved 
he wasn'ta real champion. They 
took him less seriously, and he 
beat their butts all over the 
NWA. How many other 
wrestlers would have made a 
substitution work for them? 
Notice when Flair wrestles Rich 
with the belt on the line, Ric 
always keeps the title. | bet Rich 


still thinks he’s not champ 
because of bad luck and a 
technicality.” 


Yet, there’s a darker side to 
Flair’s versatility. He can do so 
much, so he seeks todo so much 


more. As one friend says, “The 
championship is forcing Ric into 
giving up many things he'd like 
to try. He resents the many 
demands the championship 
makes. They say he likes to party 
and be rowdy; the title doesn’t 
allow him to do that. That's a 
crock. He parties because he’s 
trying to deaden his fear that 
he’s missing so much, 

“Most wrestlers live only for a 
title. Ric wants more; he wants 
to be the greatest, most 
complete wrestler who ever 
lived. If Ric loses the title, it will 
be because he subconsciously 
wants to surrender the life of a 
champion.” 

Ric Flair fooled them all. The 
only thing that now threatens 
his title is that though the world 
is wise to him, he may not be 
wise to himself. 0 
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OFFICIAL RATINGS 





TOP 15 4—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 8—CHRIS BENOIT 12—TERRY FUNK 
(7) No. 3 contender: WOW World ttle (11) No. 7 contender: WCW World title (10) ECW heavyweight champion 
1—THE UNDERTAKER 5 OWEN HART 9—TAZ 13—DEAN MALENKO 
(1) WWF World champion (8) WWF Intercontinental champion (14) ECW TY champion (12) No. 8 contender: WCW World title 
2—LEX LUGER 6—CHRIS JERICHO 10—KEN SHAMROCK 14—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(2} No. 2 contender: WCW World title (-} WCW cruiserweight champion {-] No. 4 contender: WWF World title (9) No. 6 contender: WWF World title 
3—JEFF JARRETT 7—STEVE AUSTIN 11—BIG VAN VADER 15—SHANE DOUGLAS 
[4) U.S. heavyweight champion (3} No. 3 contender: WWF World fitle [+] No. 5 contender: WWF World fitle [+] No. 1 contender: ECW tile 
WCW 4—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 8—CHRIS BENOIT 12—LORD STEVEN REGAL 
(6) 260, Tampa, FL (7) 218, Edmonton, Alberta (13) 247, Blackpool, Englond 
]—HULK HOGAN 5—CHRIS JERICHO DEAN MALENKO 13—ULTIMO DRAGON 
(1) 275, Venice Beach, CA (15) 225, Vancouver, British Columbia (5) 216, Tampa, FL (8) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—JEFF JARRETT 6—RODDY PIPER 10—RIC FLAIR 14—STEVE MCMICHAEL 
{2} 230, Nashville, TN {-} 247, Glasgow, Scotland (-] 243, Charlotte, NC |-} 270, Austin, TX 
3—LEX LUGER 7—SYXX 11—EDDY GUERRERO 15—KONNAN 
(3) 265, Chicago, IL (9] 212, Minneapolis, MN [-] 221, El Paso, TX {11} 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
SS ae a a a 
Wwe 4—STEVE AUSTIN 8—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 12—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(3) 241, Dallas, TX (6) 279, Greenwich, CT {10} 226, Cincinnati, OH 
1—THE UNDERTAKER 5—KEN SHAMROCK 9—MANKIND 13—FAAROOQ 
(1) 328, parts unknown (-} 235, San Bernardino, CA (7) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (9) 291, Perry, GA 
2—OWEN HART 6—BIG VAN VADER 10—GOLDUST 14—CRUSH 
(2) 227, Calgary, Alberta (+) 450, Denver, CO (5) 254, Austin, TX (14) 322, Kono, Hi 
3—BRET HART 7—DAVEY BOY SMITH 11—SAVIO VEGA 15—ROCKABILLY 
[-] 235, Calgary, Alberta (4) 245, Leeds, Englond (12) 260, Vega Alto, Puerto Rico (13) 256, Austin, TX 
SS a a a ha Sa Ba Se eG ee 
ECW 4—THE SANDMAN 8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 12—LOUIE SPICOLLI 
(8) 244, Philadelphia, PA (-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ [-} 248, Los Angeles, CA 
I—TERRY FUNK 5—TOMMY DREAMER 9—SABU 13—CHRIS CHETTI 
(1) 247, Amarillo, TX (3) 245, Yonkers, NY (5) 220, Bombay, India {1 1) 227, Amityville, NY 
2—TAZ 6—CHRIS CANDIDO 10—JOHN KRONUS 14—AXL ROTTEN 
(2) 248, Red Hook, NY (7) 226, Carteret, NJ (15) 250, Boston, MA {10} 302, Philadelphio, PA 
3—SHANE DOUGLAS 7—ROB VAN DAM 11—B. MAHONEY 15—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(4) 240, Pittsburgh, PA (6) 227, Battle Creek, Mi (9} 361, Carteret, NJ {12} 187, New York, NY 
SS a 5 ESS TE I SO Re es ee 
oe 8—KEIJI MUTO 12—JUN AKIYAMA 
INTERNATIONAL (12) 200, Tijuana, Mexico (9) 245, Tokyo, Japan (10) 230, Hiroshima, Jopan 
1—MITSUHARU MISAWA 5—JUSHIN LIGER 9—DAVID FINDLAY 13—KONNAN 
(1) 228, Saitama, Japan (7) 206, Hiroshima, Japan {14} 231, Belfast, Ireland {-} 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 6—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 10—KENTA KOBASHI 14—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
(3) 287, Gisu, Japan (2) 245, Tizhigi, Japon (4} 261, Tokyo, Japan (13) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
3—EL SAMURAI 7—ULTIMO DRAGON 11—KOJI KANEMOTO 15—CARLOS COLON 
{-} 200, Tokyo, Japan (5) 175, Tokyo, Japan (11) 205, Tokyo, Japan (-} 246, San Juan, Puerto Rico 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 





1—THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 6—THE ROAD WARRIORS 

(5) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title (2) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tog title 
2—STEVE AUSTIN & DUDE LOVE 7—BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY 
(+) WWF World tog team champions {13} ECW tag team champions 
3—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 8—PG-13 

(4) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title {-) USWA tag team champions 
4—OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 9—HARLEM HEAT 

(-] No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title (3) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tog title 
5—SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 10—SABU & ROB VAN DAM 

(1) WCW World tog team champions (9) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag fitle 

6-4 


11—HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
(8) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 
12—THE HEADBANGERS 
(10) No. 4 contenders: WWF World tag title 
13—THE GANGSTAS 
(11) No, 2 contenders: ECW tag title 
14—FAAROOQ & KAMA MUSTAFA 
+] No. 5 contenders: WWF World tag title 


15—THE BLACKJACKS 
(7) No. 6 contenders: WWF World tag title 
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These ratings are compiled by the editors with the assistance of promoters, wrestlers, and reporters around the country, and 
are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each wrestler. The number 
in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that 
category last issue... “Most Popular” and “Most Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on mail 
that comes to our offices ... Championships highlighted in bold on the “Roll Call Of Champions” have changed hands since 
our previous issue ... The information under the championship listing indicates the date that champion won the title, who the 
former champion was, and where the match took place. 


For period ended July 17, 1997 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 





ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: YOSHINARI OGAWA 
s (January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) (January 15, 1997; from Tsuyoshi Kikuchi; Tokyo, Japan) 


ALL-JAPAN INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JOHNNY ACE & KENTA KOBASHI PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
(May 27, 1997; from Toshiaki Kawwada & Akira Taue; Sapporo, Japan) TOSHIAK! KAWADA & AKIRA TAUE 

(January 17, 1997; from Johnny Ace & Steve Williams; Matsumoto, Japan) 
ALL-JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA 


(January 20, 1997; from Kenta,Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 
CHEETAH MASTER 
ALL-JAPAN WOMEN'S ALL-PACIFIC CHAMPION: TAKAKO INOUE (April 4, 1997; from Julio Sanchez; Reading, PA) 


(November 21, 1996; from Reggie Bennett; Kobe, Japan) 
PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: 


ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S CHAMPION: RIE TAMADA JUDD THE STUD 

(November 21, 1996; from Kumiko Maekawa; Kobe, Japan) (March 7, 1997; from Pat Shamrock; Reading, PA) 

ALL-JAPAN WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CHIKAYA NAGASHIMA & SUGAR SATO ACE DARLING & GLEN OSBOURNE 

(September 1, 1996; from Yumi Fukawa & Rie Tamada; Tokyo, Japan) (December 27, 1996; from Double Delight; Reading, PA) 

CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: GEORGE SOUTH 
(Most recently held by Kevin Sullivan) (July 12, 1997; from Italian Stallion; Gaffney, SC) 

ECW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TERRY FUNK PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MADD MAXXINE 
(April 13, 1997; from Raven; Philadelphia, PA) (August 24, 1996; beat Black Angel; Forest City, NC) 

ECW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BUH BUH RAY & D-VON DUDLEY PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE BLACK DRAGONS 
(June 20, 1997; from The Eliminators; Waltham, MA) (June 20, 1997; from Flaming Youth & Masked Maniac; Morganton, NC) 

ECW TELEVISION CHAMPION: TAZ USWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 

(June 7, 1997; from Shane Douglas; Philadelphia, PA) (April 27, 1997; from King Reginald; Memphis, TN) 

IWGP JUNIOR HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: EL SAMURAI USWA SOUTHERN CHAMPION: DOOMSDAY 

(July 6, 1997; from Jushin Liger; Sapporo, Japan) (July 13, 1997; from Spellbinder; Memphis, TN) 

IWGP HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHINYA HASHIMOTO USWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: PG-13 

(April 29, 1996; from Nobuhiko Takada; Tokyo, Japan) (July 13, 1997; beat Flash Flanagan & Steven Dunn in tournament final; Memphis, TN) 
IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SATOSHI KOJIMA & MANABU NAKANISH| WCW CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPION: CHRIS JERICHO 

(May 3, 1997; from Riki Choshu & Kensuke Sasaki; Osaka, Japan) (June 28, 1997; from Syxx; Los Angeles, CA) 

IPWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BIG SLAM WCW TELEVISION CHAMPION: LORD STEVEN REGAL 

(January 11, 1997; beat Guido Falcone; Pikeville, NC) (May 18, 1997; from Ultimo Dragon; Charlotte, NC) 


MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: ADAM FLASH WCW U.S. CHAMPION: JEFF JARRETT 
(March 2, 1997; beat Steve Corino & Quinn Nash in three-way match; Baltimore, MD) (June 9, 1997; from Dean Malenko; Boston, MA) 


‘ MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION MID-ATLANTIC CHAMPION: QUINN NASH WCW WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN 


(June 1, 1997; from Jimmy Cicero; Baltimore, MD) (August 10, 1996; from The Giant; Sturgis, SD) 
NWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: DAN SEVERN WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
(February 24, 1995; from Chris Candido; Erlanger, KY) (October 27, 1996; from Harlem Heat; Las Vegas, NV) 

: NWA NORTH AMERICAN HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: RECKLESS YOUTH WWF EUROPEAN CHAMPION: DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(June 14, 1997; from Ace Darling; Vineland, NJ) (February 26, 1997; beat Owen Hart in tournament final; Berlin, Germany) 
NWA U.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE MISFITS WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: OWEN HART 
(June 14, 1997: from The Beach Bums; Vineland, NJ) (April 28, 1997; from Rocky Maivia; Omaha, NE) 
NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPION: COLORADO KID WWF WORLD CHAMPION: THE UNDERTAKER 
(June 28, 1997; beat Trailer Park Trash in tournament final; Springfield, TN) (March 23, 1997; from “Psycho” Sid Vicious; Chicago, IL) 
PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MITSUHARU MISAWA WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STEVE AUSTIN & DUDE LOVE 
(January 20, 1997; from Kenta Kobashi; Osaka, Japan) (July 14, 1997; beat Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith; San Antonio, TX) 
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STAN STASIAK & MOONDOG MAYNE vs. 
DEAN HO & MR. WRESTLING II 
November 1976 


Sure, Stan Stasiak got most of his victories via the heart punch, but he couldn’t resort to 
that move right away. No—he’d often try choking him first, as long as the referee wasn’t 
looking. Stasiak, who died at the age of 60 in June, never pretended to be a great 

technical wrestler, but he was a good brawler, and he did hold the WWF (then WWWF) 
World heavyweight title for nine days in 1973. A lot of people regard Stasiak as the 

weakest WWF champion in history, but there are a lot of great wrestlers out there who 

never accomplished what Stasiak did. 
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in-depth articles from the 
sport's greatest writers 
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“One On One,” in which two 
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favorite mat stars! 
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the most comprehensive 
championship directory 
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Top 15 ratings in six 
important categories? 

"Blast From The Past,” 
featuring highlights stn the 
sport's rich history 
paalee of major mat stars in 
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I [__]|wish to receive the 1997 PWI Almanac as a bonus to my oo i 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 


Illustrated magazine has all the inside information _\ 


you want and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now Late 
you'll be the first to learn about .. 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 





IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 . 


IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘FT This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial | phones) 
“Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute os is Be 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United. Cer ee 00. 
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